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Action Items 

 

Resolutions: 

 
1. Title: Establish the First Sunday of Lent as Episcopal Relief & 

Development Sunday 
 

 

Be it Resolved, that the Diocese of Pittsburgh dedicate the first Sunday in Lent as Episcopal 

Relief & Development Sunday and that parishes and individuals be encouraged to support 

Episcopal Relief & Development's life-saving work through prayer and a special offering that 

will help heal a hurting world. 

 

EXPLANATION 

 

In 2008, the Presiding Bishop designated the first Sunday in Lent as Episcopal Relief & 

Development Sunday and as an annual celebration of Episcopal Relief and Development's role in 

our collective mission to seek and serve Christ in all persons.  

 

The Episcopal Church's ongoing commitment to fight poverty and disease around the world is 

lived out in a variety of ways. Advocacy with our government for the achievement of the 

Millennium Development Goals is one vital way. Another is through the ministry of Episcopal 

Relief & Development, which, as the relief and development arm of the Episcopal Church, works 

to alleviate hunger, fight disease, and strengthen communities. 

 

Sponsors: 

Jacqueline Thomas Och, St. Paul’s, Mt. Lebanon 

Joan Morris, St. Andrew’s, Highland Park 

 

 

 
 

 

2. Title: Resolution In Recognition of Volunteers 
 

Whereas this diocese found itself without paid staff following the 2008 annual 

convention, and whereas  the diocese had immediate and long term needs for willing 

hands to do the on-going work of this diocese; and  

 

Whereas people stepped forward immediately to offer professional expertise without 

requesting remuneration to provide creative, faithful, and humane leadership that allowed 

the diocese to function and move forward immediately; and 

 

Whereas numerous people gave freely of their time to perform the tasks necessary to 

create an working infrastructure for the diocese including such challenges as organizing 
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and staffing a special convention; setting up a functioning office space by cleaning, 

shopping, donating, moving and assembling furniture and installing computers and 

telephones; and 

 

Whereas the office has benefitted from the willingness of volunteers to file; collate, 

stamp, and stuff mailings; compile data; draft letters; answer phones and make calls, and 

do other office tasks as requested; and 

 

Whereas this annual convention has depended on volunteers to feed, entertain, register, 

guide visitors, count ballots, and lead our worship; be it therefore  

 

Resolved that the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh gratefully acknowledges the thousands 

of hours of unpaid service offered so willingly and with good spirit and hereby requests 

that all those here present who have provided volunteer service for the diocese since 

October 4, 2008 stand and receive the thanks of the convention. 
 

Sponsors: 

  Dr. Joan R. Gundersen, Church of the Redeemer, Squirrel Hill 

The Rev. Cynthia Bronson Sweigert, Rector, Church of the Redeemer, Squirrel 

Hill 

  The Rev. Dr. James Simons, Rector, St. Michael’s of the Valley, Ligonier 

 

 
 

 

3. Title: Thanksgiving for Celebrate 250 
 

Resolved: That the 144
th

 Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh of the 

Episcopal Church of the United States expresses its appreciation to the many individuals 

who contributed to the success of the Celebrate 250 initiative, most especially to Nancy 

Chalfant-Walker, Sky Foerster, Elizabeth Hobbs, Alan Komm, Tom Moore, Jeff Murph 

and Fred Thieman, and also extends heartfelt thanks to Lynne Wohleber, as she 

concludes twenty years of dedicated service as diocesan archivist, and most especially for 

her assistance to parishes throughout the Diocese in the art of historical preservation.    

 

Explanation: Celebrate 250 sought to highlight the many and diverse legacies of a 

notable family of clergy and laypeople throughout western Pennsylvania. Thanks to the 

contributions of many members of the Diocese of all theological persuasions, an honest 

attempt was made to celebrate our past at a time of uncertain future. All those who gave 

of their time, talents and treasure to recognize the achievements of 250 years of Christian 

witness are to be commended for their enthusiasm and energy.         

 

Sponsors:  

 

Dr. Jeremy Bonner, Trinity Cathedral  

The Rev. Dr. Bruce Robison, D.Min, St. Andrew’s, Highland Park 

Celinda Scott, Christ Church, Indiana 
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4. Title: Task Force on Reunion 
 

 

Resolved: that this 144
th

 Annual Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh of 

the Episcopal Church direct the Standing Committee (or Ecclesiastical Authority) of the 

Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh  to form a broadly based task force, including at least 

three clergy and three lay persons,  to study the possibility of the reunion of the Episcopal 

Diocese of Pittsburgh and the Episcopal Diocese of Northwestern Pennsylvania under the 

provisions of Title I, canon 10, section 6 of the Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal 

Church, 2006 [see below], and to prepare a report on the results of that study and any 

recommendations to the 145
th

 Annual Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh, 

in the fall of 2010.  The Task Force shall consider specifically the potential long-term 

impact of such reunion on the financial and administrative resources of the two dioceses, 

and shall invite the Bishop and Standing Committee of the Episcopal Diocese of 

Northwestern Pennsylvania to participate in the study. 

 

Explanation:  The division of the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh, to create the 

Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh and the Episcopal Diocese of Erie, in the early 20
th

 

century took place in an era of growth in population and industry—and in church 

membership—in both the northern and southern quadrants of Western Pennsylvania.  In 

the intervening century much has changed in both regions in terms of economics and 

demographics.  In what was the Diocese of Erie (now the Episcopal Diocese of 

Northwestern Pennsylvania) there has been a significant decline of population.  In the 

Diocese of Pittsburgh the Episcopal Church itself has experienced unprecedented change 

following the ―realignment‖ and departure from the Episcopal Church of many clergy 

and congregations.    This resolution, making no prior assumptions about any result, 

directs that one part of planning for the future of the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh at 

this critical time should include a reconsideration of the early-20
th

 century division of 

Western Pennsylvania into two dioceses and an exploration of the possible benefits of a 

reunion of the two dioceses at this time. 

 

Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal Church, Title I, Canon 10, 

Section 6 (2006): 

Sec. 6 (a) When a Diocese, and another Diocese which has beenformed 
either by division therefrom or by erection into a Diocese ora Missionary 
Diocese formed by division therefrom, shall desire to bereunited into one 
Diocese, the proposed reunion must be initiated by a mutual agreement 
between the Conventions of the two Dioceses,consented to by the 
Ecclesiastical Authority of each Diocese. If the said agreement is made and 
the consents given more than three months before the next meeting of the 
General Convention, the fact of the agreement and consents shall be certified 
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by the Ecclesiastical Authority and the Secretary of the Convention of each 
Diocese to all the Bishops of the Church having jurisdiction and to the 
Standing Committees of all the Dioceses; and when the consents of a 
majority of such Bishops and of a majority of the Standing Committees to 
the proposed reunion shall have been received, the facts shall be similarly 
certified to the Secretary of the House of Deputies of the General 
Convention, and thereupon the reunion shall be considered complete. But if 
the agreement is made and the consents given within three months of the 
next meeting of the General Convention, the facts shall be certified instead 
to the Secretary of the House of Deputies, who shall lay them before the two 
Houses; and the reunion shall be deemed to be complete when it shall have 
been sanctioned by a majority vote in the House of Bishops, and in the 
House of Deputies voting by orders. 

(b) The Bishop of the parent Diocese shall be the Bishop, and the Bishop of 
the junior Diocese shall be the Bishop Coadjutor, of the reunited Diocese; 
but if there be a vacancy in the Episcopate of either Diocese, the Bishop of 
the other Diocese shall be the Bishop, and the Bishop Coadjutor if there be 
one shall be the Bishop Coadjutor, of the reunited Diocese. 

(c) When the reunion of the two Dioceses shall have been completed, the 
facts shall be certified to the Presiding Bishop and to the Secretary of the 
House of Deputies. Thereupon the Presiding Bishop shall notify the 
Secretary of the House of Bishops of any alteration in the status or style of 
the Bishop or Bishops concerned,  and the Secretary of the House of 
Deputies shall strike the name of the junior Diocese from the roll of 
Dioceses in union with the General Convention. 

 

Sponsors:   

The Rev. Bruce Robison, D.Min., Rector, St. Andrew’s, Highland Park,  

Fran Gargotta, St. Brendan’s, Franklin Park 

The Rev. Daniel E. Hall, M.D., Episcopal Priest in Residence, the First Lutheran 

Church of Pittsburgh 

The Rev. Scott Quinn, Nativity, Crafton 

The Rev. Stephen Smalley, Rector, St. Barnabas, Brackenridge 

The Rev. Philip Wainwright, Rector, St. Peter’s, Brentwood. 

 

 
 

 

5. Title: The Anglican Covenant 

 

Resolved: That the 144
th

 Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh of the 

Episcopal Church of the United States receives with gratitude General Convention 

Resolution 2009-DO20 (Provincial Acceptance of the Anglican Covenant) and 

commends it to its member parishes for study; and be it further  

   

Resolved:  That the parishes of the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh are encouraged to 

submit their responses to the Ridley Cambridge Draft of the Anglican Communion 
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Covenant as a preliminary to a response by the Diocese in accordance with General 

Convention Resolution 2006-A166 (Anglican Covenant Development Process). 

   

Explanation: The proposal for an Anglican Covenant should be viewed as a development 

of the earlier notion of Mutual Responsibility and Interdependence (MRI) first articulated 

by Olympia Bishop Stephen Bayne almost half a century ago. Episcopalians cannot 

afford to be unmindful of the Covenant process, but must undertake a good faith effort to 

engage with the needs of other provinces in the Anglican Communion, something 

recognized by the General Convention in its adoption of Resolution DO20.
 1

       

 

Sponsors: Dr. Jeremy Bonner, Trinity Cathedral 

                 The Rev. William Geiger, Christ Church, Indiana 

                 The Rev. Dr. Daniel Hall, M.D. 

                 The Rev. Dr. Bruce Robison, D.Min, St. Andrew’s, Highland Park 

                 The Rev. Canon James Shoucair, Christ Church, North Hills 

     The Rev. Philip Wainwright, St. Peter’s, Brentwood 

 
 

                                                      
1
 D020 Substitute Resolution Adopted by the House of Deputies, Concurred by House of Bishops, July 2009:  

 

Covenant: Provincial Acceptance of Anglican Covenant 

 

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That the 76th General Convention of the Episcopal Church 

commend the Anglican Covenant proposed in the most recent text of the Covenant Design Group (the 

"Ridley Cambridge Draft") and any successive drafts to the dioceses for study and comment during the 

coming triennium; and be it further 

 

Resolved, That diocese report on their study to the Executive Council in keeping with Resolution 2006-A166; 

and be it further 

 

Resolved, That Executive Council prepare a report to the 77th General Convention of the Episcopal Church 

that includes draft legislation concerning this Church's response to an Anglican Covenant; and be it further 

 

Resolved, That diocese and congregations be invited to consider the Anglican Covenant propsed draft as a 

document to inform their understanding of and commitment to our common life in the Anglican Communion. 
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Committee on Canons Proposed Amendments: 

 

Constitutional Changes (First Reading) 

 
The proposed amendments will require approval by annual convention of 2009 and 2010. 

 

1. Article III, Members of Convention, shall be restated in its entirety as 

follows: 

Article III   

Members of Convention 

Section 1. The Convention shall be composed of Clergy and Lay Deputies. 

Section 2. Every member of the Clergy in regular standing who shall have been canonically and 

actually resident in the Diocese and engaged in the parochial, missionary, or educational work of 

the Church under the Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese for three months preceding any 

Convention or who is a member of a religious order, a missionary in foreign lands, or a chaplain 

in the armed forces of the United States shall be entitled to a seat and vote in such Convention in 

all cases except in the election of a Bishop, in which case the qualifications necessary to vote 

shall be as hereinafter provided in Article XIV of this Constitution. No member of the Clergy so 

qualified shall lose his or her right to a seat and vote by reason of sickness or old age. 

Section 3. The Deputies shall consist of two Deputies from each Parish in union with the 

Convention, chosen from the Lay Communicants as the Convention may, from time to time, by 

Canon, prescribe. Each such Parish shall have the right to send additional Deputies, chosen as 

aforesaid, in such proportion to the number of its registered communicants as the Convention 

may, from time to time, by Canon, prescribe. A change in the scale of graduation, when fixed by 

Canon, shall not become effective until the succeeding Annual Convention. The Chancellor of 

the Diocese shall be an ex-officio member of the Convention with the right to a single vote in the 

appropriate order. 

Section 4. No Parish shall be entitled to representation in the Convention that does not comply 

with duly enacted Canons of this Diocese relating to assessments levied upon it by authority of 

the Convention, unless it shall not do so for reasons that shall be deemed satisfactory by the 

Convention itself; and it shall be the duty of the Diocesan Council, at the opening of each 

session, to present to the Secretary a list of such Parishes as are delinquent in this regard, in order 

that the same may be placed in the hands of the Committee on Claims of Deputies to Seats. 

Rationale: There are two substantive changes made here. Additionally, a number of minor 

editorial changes have been made for clarity, consistency, or grammatical correctness. (As long 

as the article is being amended, it seems proper to make such minor improvements as well.) In 

Section 2, the words ―and actually‖ have been inserted before ―resident in the Diocese.‖ These 

words were removed by votes in 2003 and 2004. The change allowed clergy working elsewhere 

while canonically resident in Pittsburgh to vote in convention. Such people did so in large 
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numbers, largely voting as a block. The effect was to dilute the votes of people actually living in 

the diocese and regularly participating in its work. 

When the work of the committee was presented in a public meeting on August 12, 2009, 

concerns were raised that certain canonically resident clergy engaged in the work of the diocese 

necessarily live outside the diocese and were being disenfranchised. The committee addressed 

this concern in Section 2 with the addition of wording adapted from the canons of the Diocese of 

West Virginia. 

In Section 3, the final words ―Lay order‖ have been replaced with ―appropriate order.‖ 

The section assumes the Chancellor is necessarily a layperson, but this office could, in principle, 

be held by a member of the clergy, even though Canon IX currently requires a lay chancellor. 

 

 

This would replace the current Article III reprinted below: 

Article III   

Members of Convention 

Section 1. The convention shall be composed of Clergy and Lay Deputies. 

Section 2. Every member of the Clergy, in regular standing, who shall have been 

canonically resident in the Diocese, and engaged in the parochial, missionary, or 

educational work of the Church, under the Ecclesiastical Authority of the 

Diocese, for three months preceding any Convention, shall be entitled to a seat 

and vote in such Convention in all cases except in the election of a Bishop, in 

which case the qualifications necessary to vote shall be as hereinafter provided in 

Article XIV of this Constitution, PROVIDED, that no member of the Clergy so 

qualified shall lose his or her right to a seat and vote by reason of sickness or old 

age. 

Section 3. The Deputies shall consist of two Deputies from each Parish in union 

with the Convention, chosen from the Lay Communicants as the Convention may, 

from time to time, by Canon prescribe. And each such Parish shall have the right 

to send additional Deputies, chosen as aforesaid, in such proportion to the number 

of its registered communicants as the Convention may, from time to time, by 

Canon prescribe. PROVIDED, however, that a change in the scale of graduation, 

when fixed by Canon, shall not become effective until the next succeeding 

Annual Convention. The Chancellor of the Diocese shall be ex-officio a member 

of the Convention with the right to a single vote in the Lay order. 

Section 4. No Parish shall be entitled to a representation in the Convention which 

does not comply with duly enacted Canons of this Diocese relating to assessments 

levied upon it by authority of the Convention, unless it shall not do so for reasons 

which shall be deemed satisfactory by the Convention itself; and it shall be the 

duty of the Diocesan Council, at the opening of each session, to present to the 

Secretary a list of such Parishes as are delinquent in this regard, in order that the 

same may be placed in the hands of the Committee on Claims of Deputies to 

Seats. 
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2. Article XII, Deputies to Extra-Diocesan Conventions or Synods, shall be 

restated in its entirety as follows: 

Article XII  

Deputies to the General Convention  

Section 1. At the Annual Diocesan Convention that is held not more than two nor less than one 

year before the regular General Convention, four members of the Clergy and four Lay Persons 

shall be elected to represent this Diocese as Deputies to such General Convention and four 

members of the Clergy and four Lay Persons shall be elected as Alternate Deputies in the manner 

specified in the General Rules of Order. 

Section 2. The Clerical Deputies shall be members of the Clergy entitled to seats in the 

convention of this Diocese, and the Lay Deputies shall be communicants of this Church and 

residents in this Diocese. 

Section 3. Should a vacancy among the deputies occur by reason of resignation, removal from 

the Diocese, death or otherwise between the stated times of election, it shall be filled by the 

highest ranking Alternate Deputy, as determined by the General Rules of Order. 

Section 4. In case of failure or neglect of the Convention to elect Deputies, those already in 

office shall continue until successors are chosen. 

Section 5. It shall be the duty of the Deputies-elect to signify to the Bishop, in writing, at least 

one month before the meeting of the General Convention, their acceptance of the appointment 

and their intention to perform its duties. If a Deputy-elect fails to give this notice or fails to 

attend the Convention, the Bishop shall notify a replacement in accordance with Section 3 

hereof. 

Section 6. It shall be the duty of the Deputies to the General Convention to make a report, as a 

deputation to the succeeding Diocesan Convention. 

 

Rationale: The current Article XII was modified by the annual conventions of 2007 and 2008 in 

connection with the attempts to withdraw the diocese from The Episcopal Church. At the Special 

Convention of December 13, 2008, Resolution IV was passed, affirming the accession of the 

diocese to the Constitution and canons of The Episcopal Church. The proposed wording 

basically restores the pre-2008 text of Article XII, making explicit the relationship of the diocese 

to the General Convention of The Episcopal Church. Section 1 has been altered to clarify exactly 

when deputies are to be elected. 
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This would replace the current Article XII reprinted below: 

Article XII   

Deputies to Extra-Diocesan Conventions or Synods 

Section 1. At each Annual Convention, there shall be elected four Clergy and an 

equal number of lay persons to serve as deputies or delegates to any extra-

diocesan conventions, synods or meetings that may occur between Annual 

Conventions and to which the Diocese shall be invited to send deputies. They 

shall possess the same qualifications as member of Standing Committee and shall 

be elected by a concurrent majority of both orders. 

Section 2. At the same Convention, there shall be chosen in the same manner and 

with the same qualifications, the same number of Clergy and Laity to serve as 

alternate deputies. 

Section 3. Should a vacancy among the deputies or delegates occur by reason of 

resignation, removal from the Diocese, death or otherwise between the stated 

times of election, it shall be filled by the highest ranking Alternate, as determined 

by the General Rules of Order. 

Section 4. In case of failure or neglect of the Convention to elect deputies or 

delegates, those already in office shall continue until successors are chosen. 

Section 5. It shall be the duty of the persons so elected to signify to the Bishop, in 

writing, at least one month before the meeting of the extra-diocesan convention or 

synod, their acceptance of the appointment and their intention to perform its 

duties. If a person so elected fails to give this notice or fails to attend the 

convention or synod, the Bishop shall notify a replacement in accordance with 

Section 3 hereof. 

 

 

3. Article XIII, Admission of Parishes shall be restated in its entirety as 

follows: 

Article XIII   
Admission of Parishes 

Any Parish formed within the limits of the Diocese, and regularly organized according to the 

Canons, may be admitted into union with the Convention, on motion, by a majority of votes. 

PROVIDED, it shall have laid before the Convention its Charter and By-laws, or its original 

Articles of Association, or a duly certified copy thereof, wherein it expressly adopts and 

recognizes the authority of the Constitution and Canons of this Diocese, and the Constitution, 

Canons, doctrines, discipline, and worship of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United 

States of America. And provided, also, that it shall have complied with the canonical 

requirements for such admission.  
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Rationale:  The current Article XIII was modified by the annual conventions of 2007 and 2008 

in connection with the attempts to withdraw the diocese from The Episcopal Church.  At the 

Special Convention of December 13, 2008, Resolution IV was passed, affirming the accession of 

the diocese to the Constitution and canons of The Episcopal Church.  The proposed wording 

restores the pre-2008 text of Article XIII, which explicitly acknowledges the authority of The 

Episcopal Church.  (The Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America is the 

official name of the general church.  According to the Preamble of the church’s constitution, the 

church is ―otherwise known as‖ The Episcopal Church .) By restoring the traditional language of 

―doctrine, discipline, and worship of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of 

America‖ to this canon the proposed change incorporates a commitment to the historic faith and 

order of the Book of Common Prayer. 
 

 

This would replace the current Article XIII which reads: 

Article XIII 

Admission of Parishes 

Any Parish formed and desiring union with the Diocese, and regularly organized 

according to the Canons, may be admitted into union with the Convention, on 

motion, by a majority of votes; provided it shall have laid before the Convention 

its Charter and By-laws, or its original Articles of Association, or a duly certified 

copy thereof, wherein it expressly adopts and recognizes the authority of the 

Constitution and Canons of this Diocese, and commits to upholding and 

propagating the historic Faith and Order as set forth in the Book of Common 

Prayer. And provided, also, that it shall have complied with the canonical 

requirements for such admission. 

 
 

 
 

Changes to the Canons 
 

The proposed changes would go into effect immediately if adopted by the 2009 

convention. 

 

4. Canon VII, Of the Director of Administration, shall be amended by 

omitting the text struck through in the present version of the canon, shown 

below: 

 
Canon VII 

Of the Director of Administration 

There shall be a Director of Administration for the Diocese, who shall be appointed by the 

Bishop with the approval of the Diocesan Council. The term of office and salary shall be 
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determined by the Bishop and the Diocesan Council. The Director of Administration shall be the 

Treasurer of the Diocese. In addition, the Director of Administration shall have such duties as 

shall be determined by the Bishop, in consultation with the Diocesan Council. 

 

Rationale: The roles of Treasurer and Director of Administration are rather different, and, 

although one person could full both roles, there is no logical need for the roles to be so joined. It 

might be desirable to employ a volunteer Treasurer or to hire someone other than the Director of 

Administration to serve as Treasurer. The proposed change allows, but does not require, that the 

Treasurer and Director of Administration be different people. The change is intended to provide 

greater flexibility in the organization of the diocesan office. 

If approved, this change will require changes to the Financial Regulations, which assume 

that the Treasurer and Director of Administration are the same. The Financial Regulations, for 

example, assign certain duties to the ―Treasurer‖ that are clearly functions of an office manager 

and that should therefore be assigned to the Director of Administration. Note that, in accordance 

with Canon XII, Section 1, the Financial Regulations are the responsibility of the bishop and of 

the Diocesan Council.

 
 

5. Canon XI, Of the History and Archives of the Episcopal Diocese of 

Pittsburgh Registrar/Historiographer, shall be restated in its entirety as 

follows: 

Canon XI   

Of the History and Archives of the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh 

Section 1. There shall be a Commission on Archives and History composed of six members 

drawn from the Laity and Clergy of the Diocese. The members shall serve three-year terms, so 

arranged that two terms shall end each year. The Commission shall elect its own Chairperson. 

Members of the Commission shall be appointed by the Bishop and shall have special expertise as 

archivists, librarians, historians, or genealogists. The Commission shall provide general oversight 

and advice on matters related to the history and archives of the diocese, and, in consultation with 

the Archivist, recommend to Diocesan Council for adoption a records management plan and 

archival policies, including matters related to the accession and deaccession of materials, 

development of special collections, access to the collection, and proper care and housing of 

materials. The Commission shall make an annual report to the Convention and shall be consulted 

on any personnel review of the Archivist. 

Section 2. Upon recommendation of the Commission on Archives and History, the Bishop may 

appoint an Archivist, who shall administer the Diocesan Archives and perform other such duties 

as directed by the Bishop. It shall be the duty of the Archivist to issue, on request, proper 

certification of records in the archives, including, but not limited to, Consecration, Ordination, 

Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage, and Burial Records. 

Section 3. The Bishop may appoint a Historiographer, who shall encourage the development of 

materials such as exhibits, articles, books, and pamphlets related to the history of the Diocese, its 

parishes, and other Episcopal organizations and ministries. 
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Section 4. The Archivist and Historiographer shall be, ex officio, members of the Commission 

on Archives and History with voice. 

 

Rationale: In 2007, the diocese replaced a long, detailed canon defining the duties of Archivist, 

Historiographer, and Commission on Archives and History with a short canon that eliminated the 

Commission and all policy statements, and changed the duties of the Archivist and 

Historiographer. This canon restores a small Commission to form a board with appropriate 

expertise to provide oversight of the Archives. The canon also provides a method for setting 

archival policy that ensures appropriate professional guidance on archival policies while giving 

representatives of the whole diocese a voice in setting that policy.   

The current wording of Canon XI to be replaced is the following: 

Canon XI   

Of the History and Archives of the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh 

Registrar/Historiographer 

Section 1. The Bishop may appoint an Archivist who shall administer the 

Diocesan archives, including the historical documentation of the Diocese and 

Parishes, and perform such other duties as directed by the Bishop or Standing 

Committee. It shall be the duty of the Archivist to issue, on request, proper 

certification of records in the archives including, but not limited to, Consecration, 

Ordination, Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage and Burial Records. 

Section 2. The Bishop may appoint a Historiographer who shall provide for the 

safekeeping and preservation of all Diocesan records not otherwise under the 

custody of the Archivist, and perform such other duties as directed by the Bishop 

or Standing Committee. 

 
 

6. Canon XV, Section 6 shall be deleted, and Sections 7–16 of Canon XV 

shall be renumbered 6–15. The text to be deleted is the following: 
 

Section 6. The Convention may, by a two-thirds vote, dissolve its union with any Parish. 

Provided, however, that, except in such cases as may fall under Canon XXV, Section 5, notice of 

said proposed action shall have been given in the preceding Annual Convention. 

 

Rationale: The intended purpose of this provision is unclear, and other procedures for closing 

parishes exist. Note also that the reference to Canon XXV, Section 5, is to a provision that the 

Committee on Canons has recommended eliminating, so that, if this section were not deleted, it 

would need to be changed. 

 

 
 

7. Canon XX, Of the Mode of Election of a Rector or Other Member of the 

Clergy, shall be restated in its entirety as follows: 
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Canon XX   

Of the Mode of Election of a Rector or Other Member of the Clergy 

When a Parish becomes vacant, the Wardens or other proper officers shall, in accordance with 

the Canons of The Episcopal Church, at once notify the Bishop of the fact, and, in the case of the 

resignation of an Assistant Minister, the Bishop shall likewise be notified, and no election of a 

Rector shall be held, and no selection by the Rector of any Assistant Minister and approval 

thereof by the Vestry shall be made, until the name of the Member of the Clergy whom it is 

proposed to elect or select has been made known to the Bishop, and sufficient time, not 

exceeding thirty days, has been given to the Bishop to communicate with the Parish thereon. If 

the Bishop is satisfied that the person so elected is a duly qualified Priest and that such Priest has 

accepted election to the office, the Bishop shall cause notice thereof to be sent to the Registrar of 

Ordinations and to the Secretary of the Convention. 

 

Rationale: Canon XX as currently worded limits the ability of parishes to call clergy of their 

choice, and the ability of a rector to select an assistant of his or her choice. The proposed new 

canon restores the freedom given in these matters by the canons of The Episcopal Church. 

 

The current wording of Canon XX to be replaced is the following: 
 

Canon XX 

Of the Mode of Election of Rector or Other Member of the Clergy 

Section 1. When a Parish proceeds to call a new Rector, it shall first consider 

a list of candidates proposed by the Bishop. The Vestry may reject all of the 

proposed names after due research and shall thereupon notify the Bishop. The 

Vestry shall then ask the Bishop for additional names and may reject all of these. 

They may then proceed to consider other names. The Vestry’s choice shall be 

communicated to the Bishop in writing together with documentation evidencing 

the qualifications of the candidate to meet the Parish’s requirements for priestly 

leadership. The Bishop shall have 30 days to respond. The Bishop shall have the 

option of approving, or, after consultation with the Standing Committee, of 

rejecting the proposed candidate. If the candidate is rejected, the Vestry may 

proceed to consider other candidates. In the event that the Bishop and the Vestry 

cannot resolve their differences over Clergy selection, the case shall be taken to 

the Standing Committee which shall hear the facts from all concerned parties and 

recommend a course of action. The Bishop shall thereafter consult with the 

Standing Committee and the Vestry to effect the final disposition of the issue in 

the most satisfactory manner possible. 

Section 2. When a Rector, Wardens and members of a Vestry proceed to call 

an Assistant Minister, the Rector shall first consult with the Bishop and submit a 

list of proposed candidates to the Bishop as well as receive a list of proposed 

candidates from the Bishop. Only those candidates of the Rector who are 

approved by the Bishop may be submitted to the Vestry as a whole. The Vestry 

may reject all the candidates proposed and the Rector, thereupon, would notify the 

Bishop. The Bishop and Rector in consultation shall then present the names of the 

additional candidates. The choice of the Rector, Wardens and members of the 
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Vestry shall be communicated to the Bishop in writing, and the Bishop shall have 

30 days to respond. The Bishop shall have the option of approving, or, after 

consultation with the Standing Committee, of rejecting the proposed candidate. If 

the candidate is rejected, the Rector, Wardens and members of the Vestry may 

proceed to consider other candidates. In the event that the Bishop and the Rector, 

Wardens and members of the Vestry cannot resolve their differences over the 

Clergy selection, the case shall be taken to the Standing Committee which shall 

hear the facts from all concerned parties and recommend a course of action. The 

Bishop shall thereafter consult with the Standing Committee and the Rector, 

Wardens and members of the Vestry to effect the final disposition of the issue in 

the most satisfactory manner possible. 

Section 3. A Rector, Assistant Minister or Priest, or Deacon-in-Charge of a 

Parish shall be elected by the affirmative votes of two-thirds of the Vestry, given 

by ballot; and, in addition, in the election of an Assistant, the consent of the 

Rector shall have previously been expressed in writing. The election must be 

made after open nomination at a previous meeting of the Vestry duly convened. 

The notice for the meeting of the Vestry at which such election is intended shall 

express such intention. 

Section 4. The call of the Clergy-elect shall be in writing in a letter of 

agreement between the member of the Clergy and the Vestry (and in the case of a 

Transitional Parish, the Bishop and Diocesan Council) and must express distinctly 

job description and any special conditions, together with the stipulations of salary 

or support, which salary when the member of the Clergy is settled shall be held a 

valid legal contract, and the salary as accruing to be an acknowledged debt, 

recoverable by process of law, if necessary, of which said call shall be held as 

substantial evidence. Provided, that the salary may be increased or diminished, as 

the parties may from time to time agree; due notice of which shall be given to the 

Ecclesiastical Authority by the Clerk of the Vestry. 

Section 5. On the election of the member of the Clergy as aforesaid, the 

Vestry shall immediately deliver to the Bishop, or to the Ecclesiastical Authority 

of the Diocese, notice of said election in the form following, or to this effect, 

which shall be signed by the names of those who certify: ―We, the Church 

Wardens (or, in case of an Assistant, We, the Rector and Church Wardens), do 

certify to the Rt. Rev. (naming the Bishop) or to the Reverend (naming the 

President of the Standing Committee when necessary) that A. B. (naming the 

person), has been duly chosen Rector, Assistant, or Priest, or Deacon-in-Charge 

(as the case may be) of (naming the Parish) on the following condition (here shall 

follow a full copy of the call).‖ 

The said elected member of the Clergy shall not be recognized by the Bishop as 

the Rector, Assistant, or Priest, or Deacon-in-Charge of the Parish until said 

elected member of the Clergy has been canonically transferred to this jurisdiction 

nor shall the said elected member of the Clergy with or without the consent of the 

Vestry of said Church perform any of the rites or ceremonies of the Church except 

with the special permission of the Bishop of this Diocese until the Bishop or the 
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Ecclesiastical Authority shall have certified to the Vestry that such member of the 

Clergy-elect has been canonically transferred to this jurisdiction. The certificate 

of the Bishop or Ecclesiastical Authority shall be entered upon the minutes of the 

Vestry.  
 

 

 
 

 

8. Canon XXXIII, Definitions, shall be deleted, and Canon XXIII, Of 

Definition of Titles, shall be restated in its entirety as follows: 

Canon XXIII   
Definitions 

Section 1. Whereas the Titles used for the Clergy in settlement are not authoritatively defined in 

the legislation of the Church, therefore, for the purpose of the Constitution and of these Canons, 

these respective Titles shall be understood and received as follows: 

a. A ―Rector‖ is a Priest who is canonically settled in a self-supporting Parish that is fully 

organized and in union with the Convention, whose settlement is without limitation of 

time, and whose salary is therefore of the nature of a permanent contract. 

b. An ―Assistant‖ is a Priest or Deacon approved by the Vestry to assist the Rector, either 

for a specified time or permanently. 

c. A ―Priest-in-Charge‖ or a ―Pastor‖ is a Priest or Deacon settled in a Transitional Parish 

and whose settlement in the Parish is subject to a specific agreement as to time and other 

conditions. These Titles also apply to all members of the Clergy appointed by the 

Ecclesiastical Authority to the cure of souls. 

d. A ―Minister-in-Charge‖ is a Lay person appointed by the Ecclesiastical Authority to 

conduct the religious affairs of a Transitional Parish having no Priest or Pastor. 

e. A ―Settled Member of the Clergy‖ is a Rector who has been duly elected and inducted in 

accordance with the provisions as herein before set forth in Canon XX, or an Assistant 

who has been selected and approved pursuant to that canon. 

Section 2. Except as may otherwise be provided within these Canons, for purposes of the 

Canons of the Diocese of Pittsburgh: 

a. ―Constitution‖ shall mean the Constitution of the Diocese of Pittsburgh. 

b. ―The Bishop‖ shall mean the Diocesan Bishop of the Diocese of Pittsburgh. 

 

Rationale: The present Canons XXIII and XXXIII establish definitions. This proposal combines 

the canons into a revised Canon XXIII and eliminates Canon XXXIII. Minor changes have been 

made for consistency. Section 1b and 1e have been changed to conform to the proposed changes 

to Canon XX respecting the selection of assistants 

 
The current wording of Canon XXIII to be replaced is the following: 
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Canon XXIV   
Of Definition of Titles 

Section 1. Whereas, the Titles used for the Clergy in settlement are not 

authoritatively defined in the legislation of the Church, therefore for the purpose of the 

Constitution and of these Canons these respective Titles shall be understood and received 

as follows: 

a. A ―Rector‖ is a Priest who is canonically settled in a self-supporting Parish which is fully 

organized and in union with the Convention; whose settlement is without limitation of 

time, and whose salary is therefore of the nature of a permanent contract. 

b. An ―Assistant‖ is a Priest or Deacon called by the Vestry to assist the Rector, either for a 

specified time, or permanently. 

c. A Priest-in-Charge or a Pastor is a Priest or Deacon settled in a Transitional Parish and 

whose settlement in the Parish is subject to a specific agreement as to time and other 

conditions. These Titles also apply to all members of the Clergy appointed by the 

Ecclesiastical Authority to the cure of souls. 

d. Minister-in-Charge is a Lay person appointed by the Ecclesiastical Authority to conduct 

the religious affairs of a Transitional Parish having no Priest or Pastor. 

e. A ―Settled Member of the Clergy‖ is a Rector or Assistant who has been duly elected and 

inducted in accordance with the provisions as herein before set forth in Canon XX. 

The current wording of Canon XXXIII to be deleted is the following: 

Canon XXXIII   
Definitions 

Except as may otherwise be provided within these Canons, for purposes of the Canons of 

the Diocese of Pittsburgh: 

a. ―constitution‖ shall mean the Constitution of the Diocese of Pittsburgh. 

b. ―The Bishop‖ shall mean the Diocesan Bishop of the Diocese of Pittsburgh 

 

 

 
 

 

9. Canon XXV, Of Vacant Parishes, shall be restated in its entirety as follows: 

Canon XXV   
Of Vacant Parishes 

Section 1. When a Parish becomes vacant, it shall be the duty of the Wardens thereof to give notice to 

the Bishop, or, if there be no Bishop, to the President of the Standing Committee. 

Section 2. Should a vacant Parish fail to provide services of public worship for more than 30 days, the 

Bishop shall make provision for such services. After consultation with the vestry, the Bishop may appoint 

a Priest-in-Charge to the Parish. The Parish will negotiate a contract (approved by the Bishop) with that 

person, including provisions regarding compensation, expectations, and termination process. 
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Section 3. The Parish shall notify the Bishop of any agreement reached for interim services with a 

Minister canonically resident in the Diocese and must seek appropriate licensing from the Bishop for an 

Interim Priest not canonically resident in the Diocese. 

Section 4. In developing a search process for a Minister, the Parish may consult with those 

knowledgeable in such searches. 

Section 5. The Parish must provide written notice to the Bishop of any call offered to a Minister, so that 

the Bishop may determine if the person so called is a duly qualified Minister as defined by the 

Constitution and Canons of The Episcopal Church. When the call is accepted, the Bishop shall send the 

Minister’s name to the Secretary of Convention and Recorder of Ordinations for proper recording of the 

call. 

 

Rationale: This proposed process eliminates the first three sections of the current canon in order to give 

parishes the flexibility provided in the canons of The Episcopal Church. The revision aligns diocesan 

procedures more closely with those in Episcopal Church canons. Section 3 removes the requirement that a 

priest canonically resident in the diocese seek an additional license to serve a parish within the diocese. 

The addition of the Recorder of Ordinations in Section 5 is to ensure that the person who is responsible 

for notifying the Church Pension Fund and The Episcopal Church about changes in clergy status receives 

notice directly. 

 

 

 

The current wording of Canon XXV to be replaced is the following: 

Canon XXV   

Of Vacant Parishes 

Section 1. The Bishop shall assume ecclesiastical oversight of each vacant 

Parish. 

Section 2. When the Vestry is notified by the Rector of an intent to resign, the 

Bishop shall simultaneously be notified. Upon such notification, the Bishop shall 

have the authority to examine any Parish records which would assist in evaluating 

the condition of the Parish. The Vestry shall furnish the Bishop such information 

as the Bishop deems necessary to assist the Parish in the selection of a new 

Rector, including but not limited to, parish goals, profile of the Parish, and desired 

Clergy qualifications. 

Section 3. In the event of a vacant parish, the Bishop shall take such action as 

the Bishop deems appropriate to supply said parish for appropriate services, and 

such supply expenses shall be borne by said parish. 

Section 4. When a Parish becomes vacant, it shall be the duty of the Wardens 

thereof to give notice to the Bishop, or if there be no Bishop, to the President of 

the Standing Committee, forthwith. 

A Minister canonically resident in this Diocese, without a Parish, may not assume 

pastoral relations with, nor officiate for longer than one month in a Parish, unless 

and until he or she shall have obtained from the Bishop a written license 
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authorizing the Minister so to do, and, if such license be refused, by and with the 

advice and consent of a majority of all the members of the Standing Committee, 

and if such Clergy shall nevertheless, without such license, officiate in such 

Parish, or attempt to assume such pastoral relations, the Clergy, by reason of such 

action on his or her part, shall thereafter not be in regular standing in this Diocese 

until he or she shall have made satisfaction to the Bishop; and any subsequent 

Convention of this Diocese may dissolve its union with the offending Parish, 

provided the Standing Committee shall, at least thirty days prior to such 

Convention, have sent to the Vestry, or to one of the Wardens, of such Parish 

written notice that the action of the Parish will be reported to the Convention. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

10.  Canon XXVI, Of Deputies to the Provincial Synod, shall be restated in its 

entirety as follows: 

Canon XXVI   
Of Deputies to the Provincial Synod 

Section 1. Deputies to the Synod of Province III shall be elected concurrently with Deputies to 

the General Convention at the Annual Diocesan Convention which is held within two years 

preceding the regular General Convention in the following manner: The member of the Clergy 

receiving the highest number of votes as a Deputy to the General Convention shall be declared 

the Clerical Deputy to the Provincial Synod, and the member of the Clergy receiving the next 

highest number of votes shall be declared the Supplemental Clerical Deputy. The two Lay 

persons receiving the two highest number of votes as Deputies to the General Convention shall 

be declared the Lay Deputies to the Provincial Synod, and the two Lay members receiving the 

next two highest number of votes shall be declared the Supplemental Lay Deputies, with priority 

of right in rotation according to plurality of the aggregate vote received by them respectively.  

Section 2. The Deputies so selected shall serve a three-year term, beginning with their election. 

Should a vacancy occur by resignation, removal from the Diocese, death or otherwise among the 

Deputies or Supplemental Deputies between the stated times of election, it shall be filled by the 

Deputy in the respective order to the General Convention who received the next highest number 

of votes.  

Section 3. It shall be the duty of the Deputies to make a report as a deputation to the Annual 

Diocesan Convention following each meeting of the Provincial Synod. 

 

Rationale: Canon XXVI as currently worded does not make it sufficiently clear that the 

Provincial Synod to which we send representatives is the one prescribed by the Canons of 

The Episcopal Church. The canon was changed in anticipation of the attempt to withdraw 

the diocese from The Episcopal Church and is therefore generic in its terminology. 
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The current wording of Canon XXVI to be replaced is the following: 

Canon XXVI   
Of Deputies to the Provincial Synod 

Section 1. Deputies to a Provincial Synod in which the diocese shall be a 

participating member shall be elected concurrently with Deputies to the General 

Convention at the Annual Diocesan Convention which is held within two years 

preceding the regular General Convention in the following manner: The member 

of the Clergy receiving the highest number of votes as a Deputy to the General 

Convention shall be declared the Clerical Deputy to said Provincial Synod, and 

the member of the Clergy receiving the next highest number of votes shall be 

declared the Supplemental Clerical Deputy. The two Lay persons receiving the 

two highest number of votes as Deputies to the General Convention shall be 

declared the Lay Deputies to said Provincial Synod, and the two Lay members 

receiving the next two highest number of votes shall be declared the Supplemental 

Lay Deputies, with priority of right in rotation according to plurality of the 

aggregate vote received by them respectively. 

Section 2. The Deputies so selected shall serve a three-year term, beginning with 

their election. Should a vacancy occur by resignation, removal from the Diocese, 

death or otherwise among the Deputies or Supplemental Deputies between the 

stated times of election, it shall be filled by the Deputy in the respective order to 

the General Convention who received the next highest number of votes. 

It shall be the duty of the Deputies to make a report as a deputation to the Annual 

Diocesan Convention following each meeting of the Provincial Synod. 


