RESOLUTION ON WELCOMING IMMIGRANTS
FROM SOCIAL JUSTICE AND OUTREACH

Whereas we have a Biblical commandment to love our neighbors and also to love the stranger;
and

Whereas 1000 attendees at the General Convention of 2018, including Presiding Bishop
Michael Curry, gave witness at the Hutto Detention Center about 28 miles away in support of the
women seeking asylum, many separated from their children, who are being held there; and

Whereas the convention recommended (Resolution C009) that Episcopal congregations become
place of welcome, refuge, healing and support for immigrants, and should connect with other
organizations seeking their safety, security, and due process, and

Whereas the separation of children from immigrant families and the deportation and
imprisonment of many immigrants is leading to many deaths and traumatized lives; and

Whereas the acceptance of immigrants has been one of our country’s best ideals, if not always
realized, economists say we need immigrants, and statistics say they commit fewer crimes than
the native-born, therefore be it

Resolved, that the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh urges its members and all in the greater
Pittsburgh area to respect the human dignity of immigrants, and its congregations to work
together to provide linguistic, legal, social, medical, housing, financial and other help for them,
and

Commends the work done in this region by many members of the diocese, including those in
Hello Neighbor at St. Paul’s Mt. Lebanon and St. Andrew’s Highland Park, the English
conversation and letter writing groups at St. Brendan’s Franklin Park, the legal assistance and
English conversation groups at Redeemer, Squirrel Hill and the collection of belts and shoelaces
there and at St Andrew’s Highland Park, and All Saints, Brighton Heights, and the New
Beginnings pre-school program at Calvary, East Liberty, and

Also commends the work done in our area by organizations such as Casa San Jose, the New
Sanctuary Movement, and Jewish Family and Community Services, as well as nationally by

Episcopal Migration Ministries.

Explanation: Included above

Originator: Marianne Novy Second Sponsor, Anne Robb and the
5659 Marlborough Road Social Justice and Outreach Committee
Pittsburgh PA 15217 363 S. Highland Ave

412 521 6219 or cell 412 328 5540 Pittsburgh PA 15206

mnovy@pitt.edu 412 404 7076 or cell 412 216 6600

annerobb I (@comcast.com
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RESOLUTION THANKING
PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Whereas the Pittsburgh Theological Seminary has graciously undertaken the many tasks
associated with hosting the Annual Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh; and

Whereas this convention has enjoyed use of PTS’s fine facilities on both the night of November
15, and the day of November 16, 2019, therefore be it

Resolved that the officers, deputies, bishop, and visitors participating in this convention tender
our sincere thanks for the many ways large and small that the people of PTS have worked to
smooth the course of events and provide us with a welcoming site for our convention.

Explanation: Pittsburgh Theological Seminary has extended its generous hospitality to the
diocesan convention, accommodating numerous set-up needs as well as helping to handle
various unexpected last minute issues. This resolution will serve as an official expression of
gratitude.

Sponsor: The Convention Committee
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Project CREED Communications Working Group
Resolution for Diocesan Convention 2019

Whereas, at the initial Project CREED meeting in January 2019, Communication was
defined as the fourth area of study as follows: “Trust depends on constant
communication and sharing of information, which is not solely the responsibility of
the governing bodies of the diocese. Building trust requires a commitment to
sharing information across parish lines about the work we are doing both together
and independently. How can we build and strengthen that thrust through 21st
Century communication tools? What kind of information should be shared , and
how can we facilitate parishes getting to know, connect and respect each other’s

contributions to the Diocese.”

Whereas, following these guidelines, we determined our working group'’s charge to
be:

To build and strengthen:

- How parishes communicate with their members

- How parishes communicate directly among themselves

- How information flows to and from the Diocese

Whereas, we envision the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh as one large congregation
of Christians where members frequently communicate with fellow believers, where
parishes of all sizes communicate to assist each other; where stories from one parish

may inspire others, and

Whereas, good communication practices will help to build a sense of belonging and
community; connect individuals, parishes, and groups; promote problem solving and
best practices; further enabling us to become a more vibrant Episcopal community
that takes Christ to the world, striving for justice and peace among all peoples,

therefore be it
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Resolved, that each parish should identify a point person responsible for

communications.

Resolved, that these parish communications point persons will be identified in a

shared diocesan directory.

Resolved, that there will be diocesan wide ongoing communications training in

areas such as websites, information content, and social media.

Resolved, that parishes will seek to establish a network of reporters and editors to

assist in the sharing of stories among the parishes and through diocesan channels.

Resolved, that the Bishop's Office will provide financial resources and support the
establishment of an ongoing Communications Steering Committee to assist ongoing

and new communication initiatives.

Sponsor: The Project CREED Communication Working Group
Elaine Effort, Holy Cross, Chair
Florence Atwood, Calvary
Don Block, St. Stephen's, Wilkinsburg
Lisa Brown, St. Paul's, Mt. Lebanon
Dan Moore, St. Brendan's
Marianne Novy, Redeemer
Eric O'Brien, Christ Church, North Hills
Dana Phillips, St. Thomas, Oakmont
Bruce Quayle, Christ Church, North Hills
Bob Scheible, Redeemer
Sheila Stagnitta, St. Andrew's
Daryl Walker, All Saints

Rich Creehan, Bishop's staff liaison
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PROJECT CREED NEW MINISTRIES RESOLUTION

Whereas, by virtue of our Baptismal Covenant, we are all called to “proclaim by word and
example the Good News of God in Christ,” to “seek and serve Christ in all persons,” and to
“strive for justice and peace among all people” (BCP, p. 305), and

Whereas the outline of our faith in the Book of Common Prayer lists the laity first among the
ministers of the Church, charging them “to represent Christ and his Church; to bear witness to
him wherever they may be; and, according to the gifts given them, to carry on Christ’s work of
reconciliation in the world; and to take their place in the life, worship, and governance of the
Church” (BCP, p. 855), and

Whereas the majority of our parishes operate without full-time clergy, some operate with only
Sunday supply, and some currently have no consistent clerical presence, and

Whereas this reality makes it ever more important to have a committed and capable core of lay
leadership within all of our parishes, working together for the good of Christ’s Church and of all
the people of God, therefore,

Now Be it Resolved that:

1. The clergy and lay leaders of each parish or congregation encourage new lay-led, Spirit-
inspired ministry initiatives, including not only the traditional form of intraparish
ministry, but new ministries that are interparish, interdenominational,
interorganizational or individually led;

2. Every parish or congregation encourage a diversity of leadership in new ministries
in regard to race, color, ethnic origin, national origin, sex, marital or family status
(including pregnancy and child-care plans), sexual orientation, gender identity and
expression, disabilities, or age (Canons of the Episcopal Church, II1.1.2), with
particular attention to historically underrepresented populations; and

3. Lay-led Morning Prayer (or other Daily Office services) be encouraged among
parishes and congregations that desire it when clergy cannot be present.

Explanation:

As we look to ministry in the 21st Century the role of laity must increase as parishes increasingly
struggle to afford clergy at staffing levels of the 20st Century. We all must encourage

ministry by groups and individuals while seeking diversity.

This promotes reclaiming the laities’ role in ministry, mission, and service as the laity are the
constants in parishes from week to week, year to year, and across generations.
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PROJECT CREED REACHING OUT TO NEIGHBORS
RESOLUTION

Whereas the individuals of the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh are actively engaged in
carrying out the work of God in Southwestern Pennsylvania, and

Whereas we encourage our members, as the hands and feet of God in Southwestern
Pennsylvania, to continue broadening and deepening their engagement in our communities, and

Whereas meaningful, relationship-based community engagement creates opportunity for the
spiritual renewal of our people, parishes, and communities, and

Whereas doing God’s work effectively in our communities requires us to know our neighbors,
therefore be it

Be It Resolved that:

1. A diocesan parish ministry resource directory be compiled to encourage sharing
information for those seeking to start new or join existing ministries and expand on the
asset management tool for parish ministries so individuals can find and be more involved
in community outreach

2. Each parish or congregation develop a parish neighborhood "Be in the Community Day"
to collectively leave church property to be as one with our neighbors including working
to meet our neighbors seeking out those of different faiths or no faith, for conversation.

3. Each parish or congregation (a) designate a point person to provide and update information
for the parish ministry resource directory, working with a designated Diocesan coordinator,
and (b) identify an individual or team to oversee the "Be in the Community Day" and to
report what happened and what participants learned.

Explanation: Parishes should look beyond serving those that attend on Sunday morning. To
help individuals interested in starting new ministries, the goal is to have a resource guide of
individuals willing to lend their experience for how they started similar ministries. The asset
management tool is to serve as a resource for people looking to help with a ministry or
individuals that could benefit from the ministry. Finally, to truly know your neighbor, we believe
that you must go into the neighborhood to meet them.
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Recommendations
with respect
to the

Governing Bodies
of the
Diocese of Pittsburgh

Executive Summary:

The Working Group on Governance of Project CREED unanimously recommends
the following:

1. We recommend no changes with respect to the composition or manner of
election for the Cathedral Chapter, Commission on Ministry, Constitution &
Canons, Disciplinary Board, and Growth Fund;

2. We recommend that at no time shall any parish have more than two members
(clergy and/or lay) serving at the same time on the Standing Committee;

3. We recommend that the Board of Trustees be reduced from 16 to 12 lay
members with 4 members elected at-large by Convention for 3-year terms, four
members elected by Districts (one from each) for 3-year terms, and four
members appointed by the Bishop for 3-year terms;

4. We recommend that Diocesan Council be reduced from 18 members to 14
members with the membership constituting the 8 members of Standing
Committee and 4 additional lay members elected by District (one from each) for
4-year terms, and with the Bishop and the Chancellor as members of Council by
virtue of their office; and

5. We further recommend that Diocesan Council "resuscitate" the four Districts
of the Diocese and develop ways to encourage and invigorate District gatherings.
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Explanation of Recommendations:

After considerable deliberation and prayer, the Governance Working Group of
Project CREED has unanimously agreed to recommend a modest reorganization
of the Diocese's governing structures to reflect the smaller size of the Diocese and
the availability of both Clergy and Lay leaders to serve on its boards.

Currently, the three major governing boards of the Diocese are the Board of
Trustees with 16 members, the Diocesan Council with 18 members, and the
Standing Committee with 8 members. In addition, we have several other elected
boards including: Cathedral Chapter (6 members), Commission on Ministry (11
members currently with 1 elected each year by Convention & rest appointed by
the Bishop), Constitution & Canons (6 members), Disciplinary Board (9
members), and Growth Fund (6 members).

National Canons require that each Diocese have a Standing Committee, a
Commission on Ministry, a Disciplinary Board, and a Finance Committee
(designated members in this Diocese). All other boards are at the discretion of
the Diocese.

The Governance Working Group recommends no substantive changes with
respect to the creation and manner of election of the Standing Committee,
Cathedral Chapter, Commission on Ministry, Constitution & Canons, Disciplinary
Board, Finance Committee, and Growth Fund. However, in order to diversify the
membership geographically and avoid over-representation by any single parish,
we recommend that with respect to election to Standing Committee no more
than two members (whether Clergy, Lay, or both) come from any one parish.

We also recommend a change in the size of the Board of Trustees, reducing its
current size from 16 to 12 members. All members would continue to be Lay
members. The twelve would include 4 members elected at-large for 3-year terms
from Diocesan Convention, 4 members elected for 3-year terms from each of the
4 Districts, and 4 members appointed for 3-year terms by the Bishop, who would
continue to appoint the President of the Board of Trustees. Currently, the
Convention elects 7 members and the Bishop appoints 5 members.
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We also recommend a major reorganization of Diocesan Council. Currently,
Council is an 18-member body with 12 members (8 Lay and 4 Clergy) elected by
District for 3-year terms with 3 members currently from each of the 4 Districts. In
addition, Council has 6 other voting members by virtue of their positions: the
Bishop, the Chancellor, the chair of the Standing Committee, the chair of the
Board of Trustees, the secretary of Diocesan Convention, and the chair of
Episcopal Church Women (ECW).

After many discussions on the efficacy of merging Council with either Standing
Committee or the Board of Trustees or splitting Council's functions between the
two bodies, the Governance Working Group unanimously recommends that we
maintain the Diocesan Council and its duties as a separate governing body but
reconstitute its membership.

We recommend that the Diocesan Council be a 14-member body to include the
8 at-large Clergy and Lay members of the Standing Committee elected and
limited (as they currently are) to a single 4-year term and an additional 4 Lay
members elected to similar 4-year terms, one from each of the four Districts. In
addition to these 12 elected members, the Bishop and Chancellor would continue
to be full voting members of Council by virtue of their office.

The Council would continue to elect its own officers (president, vice president,
and secretary) as it currently does and perform all functions currently mandated
in the Constitution and Canons.

This method of composing Diocesan Council by defining its membership to
include the members of the Standing Committee, plus additional members
elected at the time of Diocesan Convention, is utilized by at least one other
Diocese similar in size to the Diocese of Pittsburgh (i.e., the Diocese of Eastern
Michigan).

We recommend requiring both Standing Committee and Council to meet at least
five times a year, perhaps in alternate months, although each could meet more as

necessary, and/or meet on the same day following each other.

This change obviously increases the responsibilities of those elected to Standing
Committee as they would now also become members of Diocesan Council. The
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members of the current Standing Committee have expressed their support for
this reorganization. While Council and Standing Committee have different roles
in the Diocese, this over-lapping of membership brings inherent efficiencies that
can benefit a smaller diocese. The addition of District representation to the
Council, along with our tradition of consensus governing (i.e., votes are rare), will
enhance the broad representational, geographic, and Lay majority on Council.

Obviously, reducing the number of meetings of Standing Committee could help
with time management. The Diocesan Council has already reduced its meetings
to six per year. But both bodies will continue to be free to meet as often as they
desire.

In conjunction with these recommendations, the Governance Working Group
strongly recommends the "resuscitation" of the four Districts of the Diocese. In
recent years, with some exceptions, the Districts (which include the Clergy & Lay
Deputies from the parishes assigned to each district and the Wardens, Vestries,
and parish leaders of those churches) have not met outside of Convention, as
outlined in the governing documents of the Diocese.

Obviously, Lay Deputies and Clergy to Diocesan Convention will continue to meet
at Convention to elect their District chairs and vice-chairs and representatives to
the Board of Trustees (1 member every three years) and the reconstituted
Diocesan Council (1 member every four years). But we also urge Diocesan
Council to develop ways to encourage and invigorate District gatherings,
including granting the Clergy & Lay Deputies from each District a sum of money
for District leaders to disperse among the parishes or for the benefit of the whole
as they see fit.

In order to make the changes we recommend, we understand that the
Constitution of the Diocese of Pittsburgh must be amended with Diocesan
Convention approving identical language in November 2019 and November 2020
for these changes to be implemented in January 2021. We also understand that
Canonical changes would have to be adopted at Diocesan Convention in
November 2020.

Accordingly, we request that the Constitution & Canons Committee meet to
draft language that would make the needed Constitutional changes at this year's

Preconvention Journal 2019 Saturday Action Items - 8 Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh



Convention and, if approved, subsequent Canonical changes for approval in
November of next year.

This has been an incredible exercise requiring the time and talent of a number of
extraordinary leaders in the Diocese. We met at least seven times over the last
six months and our meetings were thoughtful, informative, at times contentious
but always respectful. | want to personally salute the following for sharing their
considerable skills, expertise, and patience in this process: Russ Ayres, Joe Baird,
Frances Dannenberg, Mike Donadee, Betty Duckstein, Joan Gundersen, Tom
Moore, Jim Neral, Kris Opat, Bruce Robison, Andy Roman, Bernie Rottschaefer,
Jerry Stephenson, Kathi Workman, and Ben Wright.

It has been a pleasure to work with each of these individuals, along with Bishop
McConnell, Judy Stark, Judi Rogers, and Andy Muhl throughout this intense
process. God willing, we hope these changes will go a long way towards
streamlining our governing bodies so that we might better fulfill God's mission for
us as a Diocese in the 21st Century.

Respectfully submitted,

Jon Delano
Chair, Governance Working Group
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COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION AND CANONS RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION ONE: BOARD of TRUSTEES—reduce number of members

The Constitution and Canons Committee moves the following change to Article X,
Section 1 of the Diocesan Constitution. This is the first vote on this amendment.

Article X (Current version with changes to be made)
The Board of Trustees for the Diocese

Section 1. The Board of Trustees shall consist of the Bishop, five—four Lay persons appointed by
the Bishop, and one Lay person from each District and seven four other Lay persons without
limitation as to District, elected in the manner and for the term specified by Canon. The Bishop
shall appoint the President of the Board of Trustees each year, and the Board of Trustees shall
elect other officers as it shall deem appropriate.

Article X (Clear copy, new wording)
The Board of Trustees for the Diocese

Section 1. The Board of Trustees shall consist of the Bishop, four Lay persons appointed by the
Bishop, and one Lay person from each District and four other Lay persons without limitation as
to District, elected in the manner and for the term specified by Canon. The Bishop shall appoint
the President of the Board of Trustees each year, and the Board of Trustees shall elect other
officers as it shall deem appropriate.

Rationale: The Bishop convened a special group with more than 40 participants from all parts
of the diocese to work on re-imagining the diocese (Project CREED). The goal was to create a
new way to work together as a diocese to pursue our mission that was adapted to our current size
and focus as a diocese and the various parishes and groups within it. Those present then
organized into several groups to focus on different aspects of the life and mission of the diocese
and its governance. The group working on governance produced a report that suggested ways to
streamline the governance. One recommendation was to reduce the size of the Board of Trustees
from 16 to 12 members. All members other than the Bishop would continue to be Lay members.
The twelve would include 4 members elected at-large for 3-year terms from Diocesan
Convention, one member elected for a 3-year term from each of the 4 districts (i.e. 4 total), and
4 members appointed for 3-year terms by the Bishop. The Bishop would continue to appoint the
President of the Board of Trustees. Currently, the Convention elects 7 members and the Bishop
appoints 5 members. District membership ensures that the Trustees will have members from all
parts of the diocese. The Bishop’s appointments help to ensure that the Trustees include some
members with skills and/or experience not found among the elected members.

Should the changes above pass, the Constitution and Canons Committee will recommend to the
2020 Convention the appropriate canon changes to align diocesan canons with the proposed
constitutional changes.
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RESOLUTION TWO: DIOCESAN COUNCIL—restructuring

The Constitution and Canons Committee moves the following change to Article XI,
Section 1 of the Diocesan Constitution. This is the first vote on this amendment.

Article XI, Section 1 (Current version with changes to be made)

Diocesan Council

Section 1. The Diocesan Council shall consist of the Bishop, the-Seeretary-of-the Convention,
the Chancellor of the DIOCCSG the—Pres*dent—etlthe—Beaiﬁd—efiPmstees—ﬂae—PPeﬁdent—etlthe

Nomen nd-th themembers
of Standmg Commlttee and one Lay Deputy Dep&t&es—to Conventlon from each District (twe
Layand-one Ordained) clected in the manner and for the term specified by Canon.

Article XI, Section 1 (Clear copy, new wording)
Diocesan Council

Section 1. The Diocesan Council shall consist of the Bishop, the Chancellor of the Diocese, the
members of Standing Committee, and one lay Deputy to Convention from each District elected
in the manner and for the term specified by Canon.

Rationale: This is another change proposed by the Governance group of CREED. The change
provides a major streamlining of Diocesan Council by following a model used in several other
dioceses whose canons also make the Standing Committee members all or part of Diocesan
Council (e.g., Diocese of Eastern Michigan, Diocese of Kansas, and Diocese of Oklahoma).
Council remains a separate body with its own officers, and remains the Convention in recess. Its
membership continues to have twice the number of lay members as clergy, thus reflecting the
larger role of laity in the Diocesan Convention. Election by Districts retains the geographic
diversity of Convention, and increases the likelihood that there will be members from different
sized parishes. It keeps the role of financial management done by the Board of Trustees separate
from the budgeting responsibility of Convention and Council. It requires no change to the
structure of the Growth Fund, or the Diocesan Finance Committee. The Council will continue to
have all of its current duties.
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RESOLUTION THREE: STANDING COMMITTEE—remove enabling language from
1952

The Constitution and Canons Committee moves the following change to Article IX,
Section 1 of the Diocesan Constitution. This is the first vote on this amendment.

Article IX (Current version with changes to be made)

Section 1. The Convention shall at-the-Cenvention-6f1952 clect a Standing Committee, to
consist of four members of the Clergy and four Lay persons as follows:

each Annual Convention one member of the Clergy and one Lay person shall be
elected for a period of four years. No member of the Standing Committee shall be eligible to
succeed himself or herself until the next Convention following the expiration of term of office.

The Standing Committee, when there is no Bishop, Bishop-Coadjutor, or Suffragan Bishop, or
no one of them is capable of acting, shall be the Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese.

Article IX, Section 1 (Clear copy, new wording)

Section 1. The Convention shall elect a Standing Committee, to consist of four members of the
Clergy and four Lay persons as follows:

At each annual Convention one member of the Clergy and one Lay person shall be elected for a
period of four years. No member of the Standing Committee shall be eligible to succeed himself
or herself until the next Convention following the expiration of term of office.

The Standing Committee, when there is no Bishop, Bishop-Coadjutor, or Suffragan Bishop, or
no one of them is capable of acting, shall be the Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese.

Rationale: This amendment removes the implementation language included in 1952 when the
current structure of Standing Committee was created. It makes no changes to the number, duties,
or membership of Standing Committee.
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RESOLUTION FOUR: STANDING COMMITTEE—Iimit number of members from any
one parish to 2

The Constitution and Canons Committee moves the following change to Article IX,
Section 1 of the Diocesan Constitution. This is the first vote on this amendment.

Article IX (Current version with changes to be made)

Section 1. The Convention shall elect a Standing Committee, to consist of four members of the
Clergy and four Lay persons as follows:

At each Annual Convention one member of the Clergy and one Lay person shall be elected for a
period of four years. No member of the Standing Committee shall be eligible to succeed himself
or herself until the next Convention following the expiration of term of office. No individual
parish shall be eligible to provide more than two concurrent members to the Standing
Commiittee, regardless of Clergy or Lay status.

The Standing Committee, when there is no Bishop, Bishop-Coadjutor, or Suffragan Bishop, or
no one of them is capable of acting, shall be the Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese.

Article IX, Section 1 (clear copy, new wording)

Section 1. The Convention shall elect a Standing Committee, to consist of four members of the
Clergy and four Lay persons as follows:

At each Annual Convention one member of the Clergy and one Lay person shall be elected for a
period of four years. No member of the Standing Committee shall be eligible to succeed himself
or herself until the next Convention following the expiration of term of office. No individual
parish shall be eligible to provide more than two concurrent members to the Standing
Committee, regardless of Clergy or Lay status.

The Standing Committee, when there is no Bishop, Bishop-Coadjutor, or Suffragan Bishop, or
no one of them is capable of acting, shall be the Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese.

Rationale: The Governance group of CREED also recommended a limit on the number of
members on the Standing Committee from a single parish, to no more than two at any given
time. The Committee has chosen to separate the removal of implementation language from
Article IX, Section 1 from the substantive change proposed by the Governance Group of CREED
to more clearly focus discussion. The wording of this change assumes Convention has passed the
routine change made in the previous amendment. Under the current structure one or two parishes
could entirely fill the seats on Standing Committee. Unlike the Board of Trustees or Diocesan
Council, there is no election of members from various Districts, a requirement which ensures
some diversity of parishes on those bodies. This change would first apply in elections in 2022
and thus does not affect any current members of the Standing Committee and gives the Diocese
time to adjust to this restriction.
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Resolutions Referred to Dioceses From the 79™ General Convention

The 79th General Convention proposed several changes to the Constitution of The Episcopal Church (TEC).
In accordance with Article XII of the TEC Constitution, it is the responsibility of each Diocese to make
known such proposed alterations to its Convention prior to the 80™ General Convention in 2021, and to
certify that such action has been taken.

The following is a summary of the amendments, many of which are technical in nature:

A063: amends Constitution Article X to permit a General Convention to approve alternate and additional
liturgies as a supplement to the Book of Common Prayer.

A089: amends Constitution Articles VI and VII to ensure consistency in the Constitution and Canons with
respect to referring to a Church denomination being in “full communion” with The Episcopal Church.

A122: Amends Article IX of the Constitution to delete the word “removal” in paragraph 6. In 1994, the
General Convention amended Title IV of the Canons (the disciplinary canon) by eliminating “removal” as a
sentence and adding Admonition as a sentence. However, the reference to “removal” in Article IX of the
Constitution was not changed.

A150: Amends Article 1.2 of the Constitution to make consistent the use of the term “Bishop Suffragan”
throughout the Constitution and Canons. The last sentence clarifies the meaning of a bishop “exercising” or
“having” jurisdiction, including jurisdiction over areas that are not dioceses such as Navajoland, the
Convocation of Episcopal Churches in Europe (over which the Presiding Bishop exercises jurisdiction), and
Guam (over which the Presiding Bishop exercises jurisdiction).

A151: Amends Article 11.4-8 of the Constitution as follows:

e Section 4: To make the titles of bishops consistent throughout the Constitution and Canons.

e The amendment to Section 5 clarifies that a Bishop Suffragan may be placed in charge of a diocese
and exercise jurisdiction as the Bishop Diocesan Pro Tempore until a successor is consecrated if the
Bishop Diocesan dies, resigns or is removed from office or until the Bishop Diocesan returns to office
if the absence is temporary.

e The amendment to Section 8 clarifies that a total of five years of combined service, served
consecutively, as Bishop Coadjutor and then Bishop Diocesan is required before the bishop may be
elected elsewhere.

A152: Amends Article III of the Constitution to correct a typographical error.

A153: Amends Article IV of the Constitution to make the titles of bishops consistent throughout the
Constitution and Canons.

A176: Amends Article V of the Constitution with respect to procedures required to form a new Diocese.

A183: Amends Article IX to provide for the possible creation of a provincial, church-wide, or other way of
providing for the discipline of Priests and Deacons, as an alternative to each Diocese maintaining its
own separate disciplinary structure.

The full text of each resolution follows this page.



THE EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE GENERAL CONVENTION
‘\4,/\ 815 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10017

RESOLUTIONS REFFERED TO DIOCESES
FROM THE 79™ GENERAL CONVENTION

Proposed Constitutional Amendments, First Reading
The following Constitutional amendments shall be read by the Secretary of the
Diocesan Convention preceding the final vote at the 80" General Convention in
2021, such reading to be certified by the Diocesan Convention with the Secretary of

the General Convention.

A063: Amend Article X of the Constitution of the Episcopal Church (First Reading)

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention of The Episcopal Church amend Article X of the
Constitution of the Episcopal Church as follows

ARTICLE X

The Book of Common Prayer, as now established or hereafter amended by the authority of
this Church, shall be in use in all the Dioceses of this Church. No alteration thereof or
addition thereto shall be made unless the same shall be first proposed in one regular
meeting of the General Convention and by a resolve thereof be sent within six months to
the Secretary of the Convention of every Diocese, to be made known to the Diocesan
Convention at its next meeting, and be adopted by the General Convention at its next
succeeding regular meeting by a majority of all Bishops, excluding retired Bishops not
present, of the whole number of Bishops entitled to vote in the House of Bishops, and by a
vote by orders in the House of Deputies in accordance with Article I, Sec. 5, except that
concurrence by the orders shall require the affirmative vote in each order by a majority of
the Dioceses entitled to representation in the House of Deputies. But notwithstanding
anything herein above contained, the General Convention may at any one meeting, by a
majority of the whole number of the Bishops entitled to vote in the House of Bishops, and
by a majority of the Clerical and Lay Deputies of all the Dioceses entitled to representation in
the House of Deputies, voting by orders as previously set forth in this Article:

RESOLUTIONS REFERRED TO DIOCESES FROM THE 79™ GENERAL CONVENTION
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(2) Amend the Table of Lessons and all Tables and Rubrics relating to the Psalms.

(b) Authorize for trial use throughout this Church, as an alternative at any time or times to
the established Book of Common Prayer or to any section or Office thereof, a proposed
revision of the whole Book or of any portion thereof, duly undertaken by the General
Convention.

(c) Authorize for use throughout this Church, as provided by Canon, alternative and additional
liturgies to supplement those provided in the Book of Common Prayer.

And Provided that nothing in this Article shall be construed as restricting the authority of the
Bishops of this Church to take such order as may be permitted by the Rubrics of the Book of
Common Prayer or by the Canons of the General Convention for the use of special forms of
worship.

A089: Amend Articles VI and VIII Regarding Full Communion

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention amend Articles VI and VIII to read as follows:
ARTICLE VI

Sec. 1. The House of Bishops may establish a Mission in any area not included within the
boundaries of any Diocese of this Church or of any Church in full communion with this
Church, and elect or appoint a Bishop therefor.

ARTICLE VI

No person shall be ordered Priest or Deacon to minister in this Church until the person shall
have been examined by the Bishop and two (2) Priests and shall have exhibited such
testimonials and other requisites as the Canons in that case provided may direct. No person
shall be ordained and consecrated Bishop, or ordered Priest or Deacon to minister in this
Church, unless at the time, in the presence of the ordaining Bishop or Bishops, the person
shall subscribe and make the following declaration:

| do believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, and
to contain all things necessary to salvation; and | do solemnly engage to conform to the
Doctrine, Discipline, and Worship of the Episcopal Church.

Provided, however, that any person consecrated a Bishop to minister in any Diocese of an
autonomous Church or Province of a Church in full communion with this Church may, instead
of the foregoing declaration, make the promises of Conformity required by the Churchin
which the Bishop is to minister.
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If any Bishop ordains a Priest or Deacon to minister elsewhere than in this Church, or confers
ordination as Priest or Deacon upon a Christian minister who has not received Episcopal
Ordination, the Bishop shall do so only in accordance with such provisions as shall be set
forth in the Canons of this Church.

No person ordained by a foreign Bishop, or by a Bishop not in full communion with this
Church, shall be permitted to officiate as a Minister of this Church until the person shall have
complied with the Canon or Canons in that case provided and also shall have subscribed the
aforesaid declaration.

A Bishop may permit an ordained minister in good standing in a church with which this
Church is in full communion as specified by the Canons who has made the foregoing
declaration, or a minister ordained in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America or its
predecessor bodies who has made the promise of conformity required by that Church in
place of the foregoing declaration to officiate on a temporary basis as an ordained minister
of this church. No minister of such a Church ordained by other than a Bishop, apart from any
such ministers designated as part of the Covenant or Instrument by which full communion
was established, shall be eligible to officiate under this Article.

A122: Amend Article IX to Change Removal to Admonition

Resolved, That the Article IX of the Constitution be amended as follows:
ARTICLE IX

The General Convention may, by Canon, establish one or more Courts for the Trial of
Bishops.

Presbyters and Deacons canonically resident in a Diocese shall be tried by a Court instituted
by the Convention thereof; Presbyters and Deacons canonically resident in a Missionary
Diocese shall be tried according to Canons adopted by the Bishop and Convocation thereof,
with the approval of the House of Bishops; provided that the General Convention in each
case may prescribe by Canon for a change of venue.

The General Convention, in like manner, may establish or may provide for the establishment
of Courts of Review of the determination of diocesan or other trial Courts

The Court for the review of the determination of the trial Court, on the trial of a Bishop, shall
be composed of Bishops only.

The General Convention, in like manner, may establish an ultimate Court of Appeal, solely for
the review of the determination of any Court of Review on questions of Doctrine, Faith, or
Worship.
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None but a Bishop shall pronounce sentence of admonition, or suspension, erremevat or
deposition from the Ministry, on any Bishop, Presbyter, or Deacon; and none but a Bishop
shall admonish any Bishop, Presbyter, or Deacon.

A sentence of suspension shall specify on what terms or conditions and at what time the
suspension shall cease. A sentence of suspension may be remitted in such manner as may be
provided by Canon.

A150: Amend Article 1.2 of the Constitution

Resolved, That Article I, Section 2 of the Constitution is hereby amended to read as follows:
Article |

Sec. 2. Each Bishop of this Church having jurisdiction, every Bishop Coadjutor, every Bishop
Suffragan Bishep, every Assistant Bishop, and every Bishop who by reason of advanced age
or bodily infirmity, or who, under an election to an office created by the General Convention,
or for reasons of mission strategy determined by action of the General Convention or the
House of Bishops, has resigned a jurisdiction, shall have a seat and a vote in the House of
Bishops. A majority of all Bishops entitled to vote, exclusive of Bishops who have resigned
their jurisdiction or positions, shall be necessary to constitute a quorum for the transaction
of business.Bishops-who-exercise-or-have jurisdiction-are-those-who-exerciseecclesiastica

A151: Amend Article 1.4-8 of the Constitution

Resolved, That Article 11.4-8 of the Constitution is hereby amended to read as follows:
ARTICLE I

Sec. 4. It shall be lawful for a Diocese, at the request of the Bishop of that Diocese, to elect
not more than two Suffragan-Bishops Suffragan, without right of succession, and with seat
and vote in the House of Bishops. A Suffragan-Bishop Suffragan shall be consecrated and
hold office under such conditions and limitations other than those provided in this Article as
may be provided by Canons of the General Convention. A Suffragan-Bishop Suffragan shall
be eligible for election as Bishop Diocesan or Bishop Coadjutor of a Diocese, or as a Bishop
Suffragan in another Diocese.

Sec. 5. It shall be lawful for a Diocese to prescribe by the Constitution and Canons of such
Diocese that upon the death, removal or deposition of the Bishop or if the Bishop resigns, eris

removed-from-office pursuant-to-Canont-12-42(7)a Suffragan-Bishop Suffragan of that
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Diocese may beplacedin-charge-of such-bioceseand-become temporarily the Ecclesiastical
Authority thereof serving-as-the Bishop-DiecesanProFempore-until such time as a new Bishop

shall be chosen and consecrated; or that during the disability or absence of the Bishop, a
Bishop Suffragan of that Diocese may be placed in charge of such diocese and become

temporarily the Ecclesiastical Authority thereof serving-as-the Bishop-Biocesan-Pro-Fempore
Sec. 6. A Bishop may not resign jurisdiction without the consent of the House of Bishops.

Sec. 7. It shall be lawful for the House of Bishops to elect a Suffragan-Bishop Suffragan who,
under the direction of the Presiding Bishop, shall be in charge of the work of those chaplains
in the Armed Forces of the United States, Veterans’ Administration Medical Centers, and
Federal Correctional Institutions who are ordained Ministers of this Church. The Suffragan
Bishop Suffragan so elected shall be consecrated and hold office under such conditions and
limitations other than those provided in this Article as may be provided by Canons of the
General Convention. The Suffragan-Bishop Suffragan shall be eligible for election as Bishop
Diocesan, erBishop Coadjutor or Suffragan-Bishop Suffragan of a Diocese.

Sec. 8. A Bishop Diocesan or Coadjutor who has feratleastfive-years-next-preceding
exereisedurisdietionas-the Ordinary,-served as the Bishop Diocesan nor as the Bishop

Coadjutor, of a Diocese for any period of time, may be elected as Bishop Diocesan, Bishop
Coadjutor, or Suffragan-Bishop Suffragan of another Diocese only if five or more years have
passed since the Bishop first served as Bishop Diocesan or Bishop Coadjutor of the Diocese in
which the Bishop is currently or last served as Bishop Diocesan or Bishop Coadjutor. Before
acceptance of such election a resignation of jurisdiction in the Diocese in which the Bishop is
then serving, conditioned on the required consents of the Bishops and Standing Committees
of the Church to such election, shall be submitted to the House of Bishops, and also, if the
Bishop be a Bishop Coadjutor, a renunciation of the right of succession. Such resignation,
and renunciation of the right of succession in the case of a Bishop Coadjutor, shall require
the consent of the House of Bishops.

A152: Amend Article lll of the Constitution

Resolved, That Article Il of the Constitution is hereby amended to read as follows:
ARTICLE 111

Bishops may be consecrated for foreign lands upon due application therefrom, with the
approbation of a majority of the Bishops of this Church entitled to vote in the House of
Bishops, certified to the Presiding Bishop; under such conditions as may be prescribed by
Canons of the General Convention. Bishops so consecrated shall not be eligible to the office
of Diocesan or of Bishop Coadjutor of any Diocese in the United States or be entitled to vote
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in the House of Bishops, nor shall they perform any act of the episcopal office in any Diocese
or Missionary Diocese of this Church, unless requested so to do by the Ecclesiastical
Authority thereof. If a Bishop so consecrated shall be subsequently duly elected as a Bishop
of a Missionary Diocese of this Church, such election shall then confer all the rights and
privileges given in the Garen Canons to such Bishops.

A153: Amend Article IV of the Constitution

Resolved, That Article IV of the Constitution is hereby amended to read as follows:
ARTICLE IV

In every Diocese a Standing Committee shall be elected by the Convention thereof, except
that provision for filling vacancies between meetings of the Convention may be prescribed
by the Canons of the respective Dioceses. When there is a Bishop in charge of the Diocese,
the Standing Committee shall be the Bishop’s Council of Advice. If there be no Bishop or
Bishop Coadjutor or Bishop Suffragan Bishep canonically authorized to act, the Standing
Committee shall be the Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese for all purposes declared by
the General Convention. The rights and duties of the Standing Committee, except as
provided in the Constitution and Canons of the General Convention, may be prescribed by
the Canons of the respective Dioceses.

A176: Amend Article V - Second Reading (Note: this is actually a first reading, because

there was a floor amendment in 2018 and therefore must be read again in 2021)
Resolved, That Article V, Section 1is amended as follows:

Sec. 1 A new Diocese may be formed, with the consent of the General Convention and under
such conditions as the General Convention shall prescribe by General Canon or Canons, (1) by
the division of an existing Diocese; (2) by the junction of two or more Dioceses or of parts of
two or more Dioceses; or (3) by the erection into a Diocese of an unorganized area
evangelized as provided in Article VI. The proceedings shall originate in a Convocation of the
Clergy and Laity of the unorganized area called by the Eeelesiastical-Autherity-Bishop for that
purpose; or, with the approval of the Ecclesiastical Authority, in the Convention of the
Diocese to be divided; or (when it is proposed to form a new Diocese by the junction of two
or more existing Dioceses or of parts of two or more Dioceses) by mutual agreement of the
Conventions of the Dioceses concerned, with the approval of the Ecclesiastical Authority of
each Diocese. After consent of the General Convention, when a certified copy of the duly
adopted Constitution of the new Diocese, including an unqualified accession to the
Constitution and Canons of this Church, shall have been filed with the Secretary of the
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General Convention and approved by the Executive Council of this Church, such new Diocese
shall thereupon be in union with the General Convention.

A183: Amend Article IX - First Reading

Resolved, That the Constitution Article IX be amended to read as follows:
Article IX

The General Convention may, by Canon, establish one or more Courts for the Trial of
Bishops.

Presbyters and Deacons eanenically-residentinabiecese-shall be tried by a Court instituted
by the General Conventlon by Canon t—heFeef— PFesbyter—and—Deaeens—eaﬂemea#yLFeﬁéenfe

The General Convention, in like manner, may establish or may provide for the establishment
of Courts of Review of the determination of diocesan or other trial Courts.

The Court for the review of the determination of the trial Court, on the trial of a Bishop, shall
be composed of Bishops only.

The General Convention, in like manner, may establish an ultimate Court of Appeal, solely for
the review of the determination of any Court of Review on questions of Doctrine, Faith, or
Worship.

None but a Bishop shall pronounce sentence of suspension, or removal, or deposition from
the Ministry, on any Bishop, Presbyter, or Deacon; and none but a Bishop shall admonish any
Bishop, Presbyter, or Deacon.

A sentence of suspension shall specify on what terms or conditions and at what time the
suspension shall cease. A sentence of suspension may be remitted in such manner as may be
provided by Canon.
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