
   March 13, 2018

Diocesan Information Session:
2018 Property Agreement
The Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh will sponsor an informational gathering
on March 22 at Church of the Redeemer, 5700 Forbes Avenue in Squirrel Hill,
beginning at 7 p.m. 

Bishop Dorsey McConnell and diocesan chancellor, Andy Roman, will be
present to discuss the recently announced agreement between the Episcopal
Diocese and nine congregations that participate in the Anglican Diocese of
Pittsburgh. 

More information on the agreement is available here. Bishop McConnell's letter to the diocese
regarding the agreement is available here.

Registration is requested, but not required, in order to help our host anticipate the number of people
who might attend.

 

   

A group of St. Paul's, Mt. Lebanon, youth is organizing participation in the March For Our Lives.
Below is their request for you to join them in this effort: 

Enough is enough. There have been far too many shootings and we aren't going to stand for it
anymore, we can't lose any more innocent lives and we can't have our youth scared to go to school. 

Anyone in the Diocese who feels now is the time for action can come with us to Washington DC
on March 24 to protest our current gun laws. Please email jbhorrigan1@gmail.com if you're interested.

Sincerely, 
Madigan Balfe, 9th Grade
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Episcopal Workday at the
Greater Pittsburgh
Community Food Bank
Again this year the Social Justice and Outreach
Committee is sponsoring a repack session at the
Food Bank during Lent.

Come join fellow Episcopalians from across the
diocese at our volunteer workday at the Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank. We'll be working in
the Repack Center at GPCFB's main Duquesne warehouse facility at 1 North Linden St, Duquesne,
PA 15110, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday, March 24. 

Serving as a central distribution center for over 350
local food pantries across 11 counties in
southwestern Pennsylvania, GPCFB's operations are
efficient, economical and truly impressive.
We'll assist the GPCFB repack team by sorting and
repacking groceries.  The exact project will depend on
their inventory at the time. In the past we've had very
rewarding experiences repacking food ranging from
cereals to oranges. The Food Bank is always well
organized and makes excellent use of our volunteer
time.

To reserve your volunteer slot contact Jerry
Stephenson at JJmestephenson@verizon.net
by Monday, March 19 at the latest. We'll need your

name, email/phone and parish affiliation for the roster sheet. Volunteers must be at least 12 years of
age and be able to stand for 2 or more consecutive hours.  We are limited to 30 volunteers. Volunteer
spaces will be reserved on a first-come first-served basis.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DWqWhFm296x4xAdAVH4wopg9bn9txbfVNVDk5g9_qD3URe1xJyK9OZbE__zx766NNoomoGmL7WDLkCSXDeLhNX7OJk5PwSgTTYNjMsWdddwuVtQ8g64Xf4nhglyCodPit43YNk14Ayvpm3JeqcIarJHGUhCR8Zjth_YkADiKfKfsiQkxVeS1B2wFh0WX7v8r&c=&ch=
mailto:JJmestephenson@verizon.net
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2018 Renewal of Vows and Blessing of Oils
A combined observance of the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh

and the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod, ELCA

Tuesday, March 27, 2018 at 10:00 a.m.
Trinity Episcopal Cathedral

328 Sixth Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15222

The Rt. Rev. Dorsey W. M. McConnell, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of
Pittsburgh, Presiding

The Rev. Kurt F. Kusserow, Bishop of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod, ELCA, Preaching

Clergy members are invited to vest (red) and process.

Luncheon will follow the service. Suggested donation is $10 at the door.
Requested oils will be available following the service.

Please register here by Monday, March 19, 2018. You may also register by contacting Judi Rogers at

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DWqWhFm296x4xAdAVH4wopg9bn9txbfVNVDk5g9_qD3URe1xJyK9Obg0OIkrqEU0tlKSGReVLKTDiTyI7YEincx8bfG1HZMkzUrKRExJw0bjhb1JB6YthJ3NStuDKkFXbFqRbyKAlBPtKyyS6kMv-k_J8G9_Rb8mwX-xMBITpkEOIxPWSiw2l5HoKjE3IVjN&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DWqWhFm296x4xAdAVH4wopg9bn9txbfVNVDk5g9_qD3URe1xJyK9OeqfuxLrAWJ64nmj7NeRAOh3ftxLYBUDGDP25cga9w2jKwz7ZRZiiZHfRC60J1O3EVyJR01gkZaU5fe77nLNg9RWgbsCgQY1SK3Xj4BSsPWEnNWDCBzSWH9ZmJXjjCY5s6Vq59lU08fqSnaiTeHZJObaHbROk3KeTGoZwWZJFZL9RfUSgjiuL-Edbz0W0HT8aACjGZjCOhh1h9e1VqR02-Uqd60yaZ7ee4ssj4nzbh7Lob_HxscJpTf280Ol-TN8hg==&c=&ch=


jrogers@episcopalpgh.org or by calling 412-721-0853

    

A Prayer of Thanksgiving for Milestone
Ordination Anniversaries
We give thanks for the dedicated service of the clergy of the diocese who are
celebrating milestone anniversaries of ordination this year. May God continue to
bless their ministries!  

A list of these faithful servants can be found here.
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Great Vigil of Easter at Chatham
University
Join Bishop McConnell for the Great Vigil of Easter at Chatham
University, as the traditional first service of the Resurrection, with
all its deep liturgical symbolism, is celebrated in a casual campus
setting.  

The Vigil begins at 9 p.m. on Saturday, March 31, with the lighting
of the Paschal fire on the patio of Chatham's Athletic & Fitness
Center, before processing to the Mellon Center for the remainder of
the service.  

Your presence will lend spiritual support to the diocese's expanding university chaplaincy under the
direction of the Rev. Dan Isadore.

    

Honoring the Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. 
Please plan to attend an ecumenical service honoring the
Christian witness of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., to
be held at Trinity Cathedral, downtown, beginning 6:30
p.m. on Wednesday, April 4.  

This observance will be held 50 years to the hour that Dr.
King was assassinated.  

The prayer service, accentuated by Gospel music provided
by the 30-voice Lemington Corale, will bring together
churches of many denominations and traditions, in honor of
Dr. King's legacy and his message for us today.

    

Report from the 2018 Forma
Conference
At the end of January, I attended the annual Forma Christian
Formation conference, this year held in Charleston, South
Carolina. This is the fifth Forma conference I've attended and it is
exciting to see this gathering evolve from being a source of
primarily practical resources to a group which casts a prophetic
voice as to who we are as a church and how we might more fully
embrace the Jesus Movement.

The key note speaker was Dr. Jennifer Harvey, author of Dear
White Christians and Raising White Children. She was electrifying and provocative, and she
challenged our notions of the work of racial reconciliation. She argued that reconciliation has largely
failed because it is under-girded with false narratives that must be addressed before more substantive
progress can be made. The Presiding Bishop is a fan of her work and it was really cool to see the two
of them meet and express mutual admiration. As our diocese works toward addressing racism, her
work is worth considering.

Also at Forma, I took part in a gathering of people who will be attending General Convention in different
capacities. While there are many topics that will be addressed at General Convention, our discussion
focused on two topics that have direct bearing on formation:

Work that is being done to update the Safeguarding God's Children materials. Specifically, the
Task Force to Update Sexual Misconduct Policies, which is an Interim Body of General
Convention, is working to re-evaluate the contract The Episcopal Church has with Presidium
(who provides the training modules); and is working to revise the Safeguarding policies to



include vulnerable adults and LGBTQ+ youth. Significantly, the task force is seeking to shape
their work not from an insurance-driven liability concern, but rather from a theological
understanding.
 
Work that is being done by the Executive Council Committee on Anti-Racism towards crafting a
policy framework for anti-racism training across the church. Rather than designing curriculum
per se, the task force is interested in defining a rubric which includes key concepts that should
be addressed in any anti-racism training; and also includes a way of assessing the skill level
needed, ranging from awareness to competency to mastery. By defining this framework without
specifying a curriculum or program, local anti-racism initiatives can be tailored to each context
and need.

For a sense of the energy, joy, and passion of this gathering, Bishop Curry's sermon at the closing
Eucharist at Grace Cathedral was incredible. "We all need to become lyin' midwifes." 

If you would like to learn more about Forma as an organization or the conference, please be in touch.
--Lisa Brown, St. Paul's, Mt. Lebanon, lcbrown15243@gmail.com

   

ECW Spring 2018 Grant Applications
Due April 5
The Diocese of Pittsburgh's Episcopal Church Women (ECW) will be
making outreach grants in the spring.

The ECW particularly seeks to support hands-on ministries that help
children, adults and families in need of assistance with food, nutrition,
health care, housing, education and counseling.

The grants are primarily designed for ministries within the diocese and with the goal of even distribution
across all districts. It is hoped that these small grants will enable the continuation of existing
ministries on the local level. However, the ECW will continue its policy of also awarding grants to some
national and international ministries such as Episcopal Relief & Development.

Click here for the grant application and submission instructions. Applications for the Spring 2018
Grants must be submitted before April 5, 2018.

   

St. Brendan's Speaker Series
Presents:

 
"GEORGE WASHINGTON

FLOPPED HERE..."
    

Len Barcousky
 Journalist, Historian, and Author

April 8 at 7 p.m.

Complimentary refreshments beginning at 6 p.m.

$12 Adult ($10 phone reserved)  $5 Student
412-364-5974

St. Brendan's Episcopal Church, 2365 McAleer Road, 
Sewickley/Franklin Park, PA 15143

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DWqWhFm296x4xAdAVH4wopg9bn9txbfVNVDk5g9_qD3URe1xJyK9Oe0uyPFitL0suvszxoivJXoHmb6yaVu_L5RQd05hQ6qcQYAJsRRdA6nq7e6_N6FiLxwPW_NVvWfxhm4n6PG3KTixhLreqWivtHJvckxCssXdcVTcbDuphH09sbYL4B-LWz2TrTcFk0UNk0VV_f5VftTkIDuAvyqMLLODyX-Gogho6l3sLWS0DJSl9fmRqUdIiw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DWqWhFm296x4xAdAVH4wopg9bn9txbfVNVDk5g9_qD3URe1xJyK9Oe0uyPFitL0sb8mAo4p6zdRfsIvrIeS1i-wwSUyNbOgq1YAUFXnmz7qHmaZX2DJWV5to5f8CPHtKUSghZ7t-tFNkZ5cAakMsOOI_Iqsn_bmg2Oc-tPMLI2I=&c=&ch=
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On Good Friday, offerings are invited from across The Episcopal Church to support 
the four dioceses in the Province of Jerusalem and the Middle East. 

Funds are used to promote peace and mutual understanding through pastoral care,
health care, and educational programs throughout the region.

To learn more about our Church's work in the Middle East, please visit
www.episcopalchurch.org/goodfridayoffering

JESUS SAID, "WALK WHILE YOU HAVE THE LIGHT, SO THAT
THE DARKNESS MAY NOT OVERTAKE YOU." (JOHN 12:35)

Around the Diocese
 
Bishop McConnell's Visitation Schedule:

March 18: Redeemer, Squirrel Hill
March 25: St. Brendan's, Franklin Park
April 8: Calvary, East Liberty
April 22: St. Peter's, Brentwood

Parish leadership is reminded to complete and submit this form at least two
weeks in advance of their visitation.

    

Seeking Cantor For New Church
Joint Lutheran-Episcopal congregation seeks cantor to lead, contribute, and collaborate in
developing congregation's music program and expression. We're so new that we are still settling on a
name, otherwise it would be listed here! Candidates should have knowledge of sacred music,
hymnody, and chant from a diversity of traditions and time periods. Our focus is on musical forms that
do not necessarily require the infrastructure of typical church music programs. For example, Music
that Makes Community is one resource for the kind of music we desire. Familiarity with Lutheran and
Anglican liturgical practices and theological perspectives highly desirable. The congregation meets at
3:30 PM each Sunday at St. Stephen's Episcopal Church, 600 Pitt Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15221.
Services are approximately one hour long.

Responsibilities

Lead congregational singing at worship, empowering congregants to discover their voices with
growing confidence to sing a capella in unison and simple harmony.
Assist community in discovering their own musical forms
Select hymnody, chant, and other songs to accompany liturgical seasons and biblical text

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DWqWhFm296x4xAdAVH4wopg9bn9txbfVNVDk5g9_qD3URe1xJyK9Oe0uyPFitL0sfvf9_YeNz2_lgI9Smdv-Tt5VGr_uoPJ3l48hfoZEHbVXk6HR0SHJj4d-fDO40QQ6Tlz61bcCC3wd7ChFMiJEYhyET9DETk7WufSCiZuQ7KE8sq2E2HQda9X9SOZGAEBfHZFj_DbfDG4=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DWqWhFm296x4xAdAVH4wopg9bn9txbfVNVDk5g9_qD3URe1xJyK9OY_F2Z6oGrTlCpgPw_Cf_IGSAvRFnkfhJKUbkAjj0V_XX75MuI0KIdvOGJomyprw4gYvaeEQ7dl95uulS5bTLWFKSNtej0qL9TqwM0lJ-wmZ9zZrYhK4F79VLriKjvE07cwmxAH4fT0CdhZ3juvLPrWCK9KaPmyj9RsAGOOwtEw7VQJBunq78Y60w-bfV0MaWueSBWVHZW9rYeJB3GR0VJ-8-pWBIP5GWw==&c=&ch=


themes, seeking to enhance congregation's experience and make memorable connections for
upcoming week and beyond.
Contribute musical settings and ideas for prayer, creed, and other liturgical elements of
worship.
Confident to lead community in learning and participating in singing both familiar and unfamiliar
music, to include helping young children participate.
Capable of accompanying on piano, organ, or instrumentation as needed or desired. Primary
focus, however, is leading congregation in vocal singing.
Develop positive working relationship with pastor/rector
Lead music at worship on church-related holidays and observance (Holy Week, Easter,
Christmas, and at occasional services such as weddings and funerals in collaboration with
pastor/rector.
Lead occasional planned off-site musical events (example: hymn-sing at area bar or coffee
shop)
Manage administrative matters as needed, such as planning for music during worship, ordering
new music, procuring necessary licensures, and supplying information for worship bulletins and
periodic publicity.

This Lutheran-Episcopal church plant is a growing Christian faith community with approximately 30
active members. We began worshipping together during Advent 2017 and our community includes
members who have limited or interrupted experience in church settings. A primary goal for us is to
develop musical expression as central to our faith and community. Our church includes many active
babies, toddlers, and young children, and a major goal is to assist them in discovering their voices
included in the larger group as they learn to express faith through music. Our community is still
developing in all aspects of faith and corporate life. As a result, there is ample room for creative
exploration, inviting our new cantor's unique gifts. The successful candidate for cantor will lead
confidently, inspire our congregation, and share a collaborative ethic with the pastor/rector and people
of the church.

This position is approximately 5-6 hours per week. Salary range is $150-200 per week. Additional
information is available upon request. Please send resume and letter of interest to the Rev. Canon
Natalie Hall at nhall@episcopalpgh.org.

The next Grace Happens is scheduled for March 27.

All submissions to the Grace Happens newsletter and the diocesan web site are welcome and should
be sent to info@episcopalpgh.org. When possible, the copy should be in a Word document and all
original logos, pictures and artwork should be attached separately. Please be sure to include your
contact information with any submission.
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