AGAINST
HUNGER

The Social Justice and Outreach Committee of the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh

FAST FACT: Of the 370,000 people in our 12 county-region that
suffer from some form of hunger, 50,000 are children who either
go to bed hungry or go to school hungry.

(Source: Christian Associates of Southwestern PA)

To combat this growing problem, the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh
has joined with the Southwestern Pennsylvania Food Security
Partnership in the effort to reduce hunger by half in our 12-county
region. In the months ahead the Social Justice and Outreach Committee
(SJO) will make available to our parishes information and program ideas
concerning hunger.

The SJO is announcing a new initiative called “The Race Against
Hunger.” Starting July 1st, a friendly competition in the diocese will
team parishes, grouped by district, to earn points for food donations,
advocating awareness, volunteering with area support organizations,
and other scoring opportunities. An outline of how points may be
earned is on the back of this sheet.

Teams:

The Red Team will be represented by parishes in Districts 1 (north) and 3
(south).

The Blue Team will be represented by parishes in Districts 2 (central) and
4 (east).

Many of our parishes and individuals already do heroic work reaching
out to the hungry and poor. The SJO’s objective is to build on that, to
strengthen and enhance it, and to continue our journey toward realizing
Christ’s two greatest commandments from Matthew 22:37-39.

Resources to support The Race Against Hunger will be available on

the diocesan web site at www.episcopalpgh.org. Regular resource

and scoring updates will be available through our (mostly) weekly
newsletter, Grace Happens. The competition will continue until October
31, 2011 and the winning team will be honored at our Fall Diocesan
Convention.

There are, of course, no losers.

HUNGER

The Social Justice and Outreach Committee of the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh
Scoring (report all activities to your parish’s Hunger Coordinator):

* 1 point for each item of food (e.g. can or package) donated to a food
pantry

* 1 point for each dollar donated directly to a food pantry or food
bank, such as Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank (GPCFB,
http://www.pittsburghfoodbank.org/). Includes only local food
pantries/banks within the diocesan boundaries

* 5 points for sending a personalized advocacy letter on behalf of an
organization such as Bread for the World. (http://www.bread.org/)

* 5 points for each parishioner attending one of the SJO-sponsored
hunger-themed movie nights

* 10 points for each volunteer person-hour in a food/hunger related
activity such as:

— volunteering at a local food pantry, food bank or GPCFB or at one
of their distribution activities (such as GPCFB’s Produce to People)

— preparing or serving meals for a soup kitchen or shelter

— participating in the Gleaning and Farm Donations program for
GPCFB, volunteering for a Community Garden, or other such
projects

— participating in SJO’s October Repack dates at GPCFB. To heighten
interest in these, there’s an additional 50 point-bonus to the
team with the most participants over the two repack dates

* 10 points for each parish that uses the bulletin inserts that will be
provided for at least one Sunday each month during the race

* 25 points for each parishioner completing a CROP Walk, with an
additional point for each dollar in contributions they turn in (no
double counting of contributions, please)

* 50 points for each church sponsoring a hunger awareness program
such as an informational forum, movie night, or Bread for the World
advocacy program (plus 5 points for each letter written), or a money
raising project (plus points for dollars raised.)

Other activities may be added to this list during the course of the race
and suggestions are welcome. Report all activities to your parish’s
Hunger Coordinator. 2
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