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May 7, 2021 
 
 
Dear friends in Christ, 
 
One week from now, we expect to identify a slate of nominees who will stand for election to be 
the Ninth Bishop of Pittsburgh.  As of this writing, no one, including the members of the 
Nominating Committee themselves, knows the composition of that slate.  We do know that the 
committee is in its final stages of discerning a shortlist of candidates; that they began with a pool 
of applicants that numbered in the high end among all Episcopal dioceses in the current electing 
cycle, regardless of size; and that the committee has been deeply and prayerfully engaged in this 
process since February 2020.  In the coming days, the Nominating Committee should recommend 
its slate for our approval, and we intend to reveal those names by way of the diocesan website and 
newsletter on Friday, May 14.  Please pray for all involved in these decisions. 
 
In truth, no one person or group knows whom God will use to lead this diocese.  While the 
principal method for calling candidates is through the discernment of the Nominating Committee, 
the Canons of the Episcopal Church provide for a wider process in which all laity and clergy can 
join with the Holy Spirit to raise up a new bishop.  Accordingly, the Canons allow for a means to 
nominate by petition.   
 
The petition process is intended to address those situations where a person may be called to stand 
for election, but for whatever reason was not part of the Nominating Committee process or 
ultimately recommended for the slate.  In such cases, the petition candidate must be endorsed by a 
wide cross-section of the diocese, and undergo the same application process and personal 
background checks required of other candidates.  Because of these steps, the former practice of 
nominating from the floor during the electing convention is no longer permitted. 
 
Accompanying this letter are the documents and forms that provide more detail on the 
requirements and process for nominating by petition.  The petition period will begin when the 
slate is announced on May 14 and remain open for seven days, closing at noon on Friday, May 
21.  The names of persons put forward by petition will remain confidential until the individual’s 
candidacy is approved by the Standing Committee.  Any petition nominee will then be introduced 
to the diocese in the same manner as the initial slate.  All nominees, regardless of how they came 
to be on the slate, will participate in our planned pre-election activities, including the June 14-19 
meet-and-greet opportunities, and will appear on the ballot at our electing convention on June 26. 
 
Asking the Spirit’s guidance on all of us as we move toward calling our next bishop,  
 
The Rev. Noah H. Evans, Standing Committee President  
Lisa Brown, Secretary  
Kathy Baird  
Robert Johnston  
The Rev. Dr. Moni McIntyre  
The Rev. Neil K. Raman 
The Rev. Annis Rogers  
Steve Stagnitta  



Petition Process for the Election 
of the IX Bishop of Pittsburgh 

 
 
The Standing Committee of the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh has adopted the 
following petition process and forms for the election of the IX Bishop Diocesan:  
 
 
PURPOSE  

The petition process is an opportunity for additional persons to be nominated after the 
Nominating Committee has completed its work and the Standing Committee has 
approved the Nominating Committee’s recommended slate.  The petition process is 
intended to address the narrow circumstance when, for whatever reason, a person who 
may be called to candidacy was not vetted by the Nominating Committee or identified 
among its slate of nominees to stand for election.   
 
While discerning a call to episcopal leadership is a process in which all laity and clergy 
are invited to join with the Holy Spirit, we trust that the Nominating Committee process 
will be the primary means through which most candidates will be brought forward and 
ultimately compose the final slate.  
 
 
WHO CAN BE NOMINATED BY THE PETITION PROCESS? 
 
All bishops and priests in good standing with the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States of America (The Episcopal Church), can be nominated by this petition 
process, with the exception of current members of the diocesan Standing Committee, 
Nominating Committee or Transition Committee. 
 
 
REQUIREMENTS FOR NOMINATION BY PETITION 

Petition candidates must be supported in writing by twelve (12) nominators: four (4) 
clergy entitled to vote in the election of a bishop under Article XIV of the diocesan 
Constitution, four (4) lay deputies of the electing convention, and four (4) lay 
communicants in good standing in the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh.  Nominators 
must represent at least four (4) different congregations from at least two (2) districts 
within the diocese. 

In order for a petition to be accepted by the Standing Committee, the candidate must 
consent to his or her nomination in writing, and provide the same information that was 
required of candidates discerned through the Nominating Committee process.  
 
Specifically, the following must be submitted electronically by the petition deadline:  
 
By the nominators: 

• Petition Nomination Form (below), completed and signed by all 12 nominators 



By the person being nominated: 

• Candidate Application Form (below), complete with essay responses  
• Cover letter outlining why you believe yourself to be called through the petition 

process into discernment (max. 500 words) 
• Current resume or CV  
• Updated OTM profile 
• Current color photograph (head & shoulders) suitable for publication 
• Contact information for current and all previous bishops 

Some of these materials may be used for biographical profiles and other information 
that will be published about the final slate of nominees.  
 
All persons nominated by petition must successfully complete the same background 
check and psychological evaluation required of Nominating Committee candidates.  

Petition nominees should also be prepared to be interviewed by the diocesan chancellor 
regarding certain employment, financial, personal, legal and background information. 
 
Because of the time required for each stage of this process, the former practice of 
making nominations from the floor of the electing convention is no longer permitted.  
 
 
TIMETABLE 

The petition period will commence when the slate is announced by the Standing 
Committee, no sooner than Friday, May 14.  The period will remain open for seven days, 
closing at noon, Eastern time, on Friday, May 21.  

Petitions, including all required forms and materials, must be sent electronically to the 
Rev. Noah Evans (noah@stpaulspgh.org) and received no later than noon, Eastern, 
May 21. If any of these documents are received after that deadline, the nomination will 
be void and rejected by the Standing Committee.  

The name of anyone nominated by petition will remain confidential until the individual’s 
candidacy is approved and announced by the Standing Committee.  
 

ADDITIONAL EXPECTATIONS CONCERNING APPROVED PETITION NOMINEES 
 
Petition nominees will be asked to respond to questions that will be published along with 
the responses to the same questions from the nominees raised up by the Nominating 
Committee.  Any petition nominee will be introduced to the diocese in the same way as 
the other nominees, using the diocesan website, electronic newsletters, and other 
forums.  All nominees will participate in the pre-election processes, including meet-and-
greet opportunities, as planned and arranged by the Transition Committee. 

 

mailto:noah@stpaulspgh.org


Petition	Nomination	Form		
Election	of	the	IX	Bishop	of	Pittsburgh	

All	forms	and	required	materials	must	be	received	electronically	by	the	Rev.	Noah	
Evans	(noah@stpaulspgh.org)	via	email	no	later	than	noon,	Eastern	time,	Friday,	
May	21,	2021.	If	any	of	these	documents	are	received	after	that	time,	the	
nomination	will	be	void	and	rejected	by	the	Standing	Committee.		
	
Petitions	shall	include	at	least	12	signatures,	including	four	(4)	clergy	entitled	to	
vote	in	the	election	of	a	bishop	under	Article	XIV	of	the	diocesan	Constitution,	four	
(4)	lay	deputies	of	the	electing	convention,	and	four	(4)	lay	communicants	in	good	
standing.	Nominators	must	represent	at	least	four	(4)	different	congregations	from	
at	least	two	(2)	districts	in	the	Episcopal	Diocese	of	Pittsburgh.		
	
Petitions	shall	be	accompanied	by	all	other	information	that	has	been	required	of	
nominations	made	through	the	Nominating	Committee.	
	
	
Date:	_____________________	
	
We	nominate	by	petition	____________________________________________________________	in	the	
election	of	the	IX	Bishop	of	the	Episcopal	Diocese	of	Pittsburgh.	
	
___	By	checking	this	box,	we	certify	that	the	potential	nominee	is	aware	this	petition	
is	being	submitted.	
	
Please	provide	a	statement	explaining	why	you	believe	this	person	is	qualified	and	
should	be	a	nominee	for	the	IX	Bishop	of	the	Episcopal	Diocese	of	Pittsburgh.	One	
nominator	may	write	a	joint	response	on	behalf	of	all	signatories:	
	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
About	the	Person	Being	Nominated:	
	
Current	Position	____________________________________________________________________________	
	
Daytime	Phone:	___________________________	E-mail:	_________________________________________	
	
Mailing	Address:		____________________________________________________________________________	
	
City:	_________________________________________________	State	and	Zip:	_________________________	
	
Diocese	in	which	canonically	resident:		____________________________________________________	



Clergy	Nominators:	
	
	
1. Name:	_____________________________________________________________________________________	
	

Parish,	District:	__________________________________________________________________________	
	

Daytime	Phone:	________________________		E-mail:	________________________________________	
	

Mailing	Address:	_________________________________________________________________________	
	

City:	_____________________________________________	State	and	Zip:	_________________________	
	
	

Your	relationship	to	the	nominee	and	how	long	have	you	known	each	other:	
	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	

Signature:	________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	
	
	
	
	

2. Name:	_____________________________________________________________________________________	
	

Parish,	District:	__________________________________________________________________________	
	

Daytime	Phone:	________________________	E-mail:	________________________________________	
	

Mailing	Address:	_________________________________________________________________________	
	

City:	_____________________________________________	State	and	Zip:	_________________________	
	
	

Your	relationship	to	the	nominee	and	how	long	have	you	known	each	other:	
	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	

Signature:	________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	
	
	



Clergy	Nominators	(con’t):	
	
	
3. Name:	_____________________________________________________________________________________	
	

Parish,	District:	__________________________________________________________________________	
	

Daytime	Phone:	________________________	E-mail:	________________________________________	
	

Mailing	Address:	_________________________________________________________________________	
	

City:	_____________________________________________	State	and	Zip:	_________________________	
	
	

Your	relationship	to	the	nominee	and	how	long	have	you	known	each	other:	
	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	

Signature:	________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	
	
	
	
	

4. Name:	_____________________________________________________________________________________	
	

Parish,	District:	__________________________________________________________________________	
	

Daytime	Phone:	________________________		E-mail:	________________________________________	
	

Mailing	Address:	_________________________________________________________________________	
	

City:	_____________________________________________	State	and	Zip:	_________________________	
	
	

Your	relationship	to	the	nominee	and	how	long	have	you	known	each	other:	
	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	

Signature:	________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	
	
	



Lay	Nominators:	
	
	
1. Name:	_____________________________________________________________________________________	
	

Parish,	District:	__________________________________________________________________________	
	

Daytime	Phone:	________________________		E-mail:	________________________________________	
		

Mailing	Address:	_________________________________________________________________________	
	

City:	_____________________________________________	State	and	Zip:	_________________________	
	

Deputy	to	Electing	Convention?	Yes/No	
	
	

Your	relationship	to	the	nominee	and	how	long	have	you	known	each	other:	
	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	

Signature:	________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	
	
	
	
	

2. Name:	_____________________________________________________________________________________	
	

Parish,	District:	__________________________________________________________________________	
	

Daytime	Phone:	________________________		E-mail:	________________________________________	
		

Mailing	Address:	_________________________________________________________________________	
	

City:	_____________________________________________	State	and	Zip:	_________________________	
	

Deputy	to	Electing	Convention?	Yes/No	
	
	

Your	relationship	to	the	nominee	and	how	long	have	you	known	each	other:	
	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	

Signature:	________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	



Lay	Nominators	(con’t):	
	
	
3. Name:	_____________________________________________________________________________________	
	

Parish,	District:	__________________________________________________________________________	
	

Daytime	Phone:	________________________		E-mail:	________________________________________	
		

Mailing	Address:	_________________________________________________________________________	
	

City:	_____________________________________________	State	and	Zip:	_________________________	
	

Deputy	to	Electing	Convention?	Yes/No	
	
	

Your	relationship	to	the	nominee	and	how	long	have	you	known	each	other:	
	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	

Signature:	________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	
	
	
	
	

4. Name:	_____________________________________________________________________________________	
	

Parish,	District:	__________________________________________________________________________	
	

Daytime	Phone:	________________________		E-mail:	________________________________________	
		

Mailing	Address:	_________________________________________________________________________	
	

City:	_____________________________________________	State	and	Zip:	_________________________	
	

Deputy	to	Electing	Convention?	Yes/No	
	
	

Your	relationship	to	the	nominee	and	how	long	have	you	known	each	other:	
	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	

Signature:	________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	



Lay	Nominators	(con’t):	
	
	
5. Name:	_____________________________________________________________________________________	
	

Parish,	District:	__________________________________________________________________________	
	

Daytime	Phone:	________________________		E-mail:	________________________________________	
		

Mailing	Address:	_________________________________________________________________________	
	

City:	_____________________________________________	State	and	Zip:	_________________________	
	

Deputy	to	Electing	Convention?	Yes/No	
	
	

Your	relationship	to	the	nominee	and	how	long	have	you	known	each	other:	
	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	

Signature:	________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	
	
	
	
	

6. Name:	_____________________________________________________________________________________	
	

Parish,	District:	__________________________________________________________________________	
	

Daytime	Phone:	________________________		E-mail:	________________________________________	
		

Mailing	Address:	_________________________________________________________________________	
	

City:	_____________________________________________	State	and	Zip:	_________________________	
	

Deputy	to	Electing	Convention?	Yes/No	
	
	

Your	relationship	to	the	nominee	and	how	long	have	you	known	each	other:	
	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	

Signature:	________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	



Lay	Nominators	(con’t):	
	
	
7. Name:	_____________________________________________________________________________________	
	

Parish,	District:	__________________________________________________________________________	
	

Daytime	Phone:	________________________		E-mail:	________________________________________	
		

Mailing	Address:	_________________________________________________________________________	
	

City:	_____________________________________________	State	and	Zip:	_________________________	
	

Deputy	to	Electing	Convention?	Yes/No	
	
	

Your	relationship	to	the	nominee	and	how	long	have	you	known	each	other:	
	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	

Signature:	________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	
	
	
	
	

8. Name:	_____________________________________________________________________________________	
	

Parish,	District:	__________________________________________________________________________	
	

Daytime	Phone:	________________________		E-mail:	________________________________________	
		

Mailing	Address:	_________________________________________________________________________	
	

City:	_____________________________________________	State	and	Zip:	_________________________	
	

Deputy	to	Electing	Convention?	Yes/No	
	
	

Your	relationship	to	the	nominee	and	how	long	have	you	known	each	other:	
	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	

Signature:	________________________________________________________________________________	
	

	



Candidate	Application	Form	and	Essay	Questions	
Election	of	the	IX	Bishop	of	Pittsburgh	

Petition	Process	

The	following	must	be	provided	electronically	by	the	person	being	nominated:		
• This	Candidate	Application	Form,	with	essay	responses	completed	
• Cover	letter	outlining	why	you	believe	yourself	to	be	called	through	the	petition	

process	into	discernment	(max.	500	words)	
• Current	resume	or	CV		
• Updated	OTM	profile	
• Current	color	photograph	(head	&	shoulders)	suitable	for	publication	
• Contact	information	for	current	and	all	previous	bishops	

	
This	form	and	the	requirements	listed	above	must	be	received	electronically	by	the	Rev.	
Noah	Evans	(noah@stpaulspgh.org)	no	later	than	noon,	Eastern	time,	on	Friday,	May	21,	
2021.	If	any	of	these	documents	are	received	after	that	time,	the	nomination	will	be	void	
and	rejected	by	the	Standing	Committee.		

These	materials	may	be	used	for	biographical	profiles	and	other	information	that	will	be	
published	about	the	final	slate	of	nominees.		
	
Nominees	should	also	be	prepared	to	submit	to	an	interview	by	the	diocesan	chancellor	
regarding	certain	employment,	financial,	personal,	legal	and	background	information.	
	

PERSONAL	INFORMATION	

Full	Name:	________________________________________________________________________________________	

Preferred	Name:	__________________________________________________________________________________	

Mailing	Address:	__________________________________________________________________________________	

Email	Address:	____________________________________________________________________________________	

Phone	Number:	________________________________	May	we	leave	a	message	at	this	number?	Yes/No	

Current	Position:	__________________________________________________________________________________	

Diocese	in	which	you’re	currently	serving:	________________________________________________________	

Diocese	of	Canonical	Residence:	__________________________________________________________________	

	 	



FIVE	ESSAY	QUESTIONS	

Please	answer	the	following	questions	in	a	separate	document.	The	combined	length	of	
your	responses	should	not	exceed	six	pages	(12-point	font,	single-spaced).	
	

1. Describe	your	relationship	with	Christ	and	tell	us	where	you	find	abiding	joy	in	the	
Gospel,	as	well	as	the	basis	for	your	passion	for	its	proclamation.	
	

2. As	our	country	becomes	increasingly	politically	polarized,	so	can	issues	of	social	
justice.	The	service	of	ordination	calls	on	bishops	to	“boldly	proclaim	and	interpret	
the	Gospel	of	Christ,	enlightening	the	minds	and	stirring	up	the	conscience	of	your	
people.”	How	have	you	advocated	for	social	change	in	a	way	that	unites	rather	than	
polarizes?	How	would	you	draw	on	that	experience	to	advance	a	diocese	down	the	
path	toward	a	beloved	community?	
	

3. The	institutional	church	continues	to	operate	on	the	basis	of	an	older	and	passive	
“open	the	doors	and	they	will	come”	paradigm.	Yet	the	coronavirus	pandemic	has	
worked	to	accelerate	a	societal	move	away	from	gatherings	oriented	around	
physical	buildings	and	a	shift	toward	online	formation	of	community.	What	thought	
have	you	given	to	the	ways	in	which	we	might	continue	to	be	a	vibrant	church	in	the	
face	of	these	societal	changes	and	the	increasing	distance	between	the	life	of	the	
church	and	the	everyday	life	of	individuals?	What	experience	would	you	draw	on	to	
prepare	parishes	and	individuals	to	embrace	necessary	change	with	enthusiasm	and	
hope?	
	

4. The	split	dividing	our	diocese	in	2008	created	lasting	scars	and	grief.	While	there	
has	been	a	good	deal	of	healing,	much	work	remains	to	be	done.	A	bishop	is	called	to	
a	ministry	of	reconciliation.	How	have	you	helped	members	or	congregations	with	
the	healing	process?	How	have	you	helped	individuals	move	beyond	their	
differences	and	find	a	common	understanding	that	binds	them?	
	

5. Prayerful	stewardship	of	our	diocesan	gifts,	ministries,	and	members	is	of	great	
importance	to	us.	How	has	the	notion	of	being	a	good	steward	informed	your	
leadership	style?	What	have	been	your	successes	and	challenges	as	you’ve	tried	to	
prioritize	objectives,	marshal	limited	resources,	and	execute	plans	in	furtherance	of	
the	mission	of	the	Church?	
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