
Governing Documents
Regarding the Election of a Bishop

March, 2012

EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF PITTSBURGH: RULES OF ORDER
Section D1

At least a month before the date appointed for the Election of the Bishop, the Secretary of the Convention 
shall send to each Deputy and Alternate Deputy, as well as to every member of the clergy entitled to vote, 
the following documents:
a. Article II of the Constitution of the Episcopal Church
b. Canons 11 (Of the Ordination of Bishops) and 12 (Of the Life and Work of a Bishop) of Title III of the 

Canons of the Episcopal Church
c. Article XIV of the Constitution of the Diocese of Pittsburgh
d. Section D of the Rules of Order of the Diocese.

The full Diocese of Pittsburgh document is available on the web at:
http://www.episcopalpgh.org/docs/Governing_Documents_2012a.pdf

The full Episcopal Church document is available on the web at:
http://www.episcopalarchives.org/CandC_2009.pdf



order requires the affirmative vote in that order by a majority of
the Dioceses present in that order.

Sec. 6. In either House any number less than a quorum may adjourn
from day to day. Neither House, without the consent of the other,
shall adjourn for more than three days, or to any place other than
that in which the Convention shall be sitting.
Sec. 7. The General Convention shall meet not less than once in
each three years, at a time and place determined in accordance with
the Canons. Special meetings may be held as provided for by Canon.

ARTICLE II
Sec. 1. In every Diocese the Bishop or the Bishop Coadjutor shall
be chosen agreeably to rules prescribed by the Convention of that
Diocese, provided that the retirement date of the Bishop Diocesan
shall not be more than thirty-six months after the consecration of
the Bishop Coadjutor. Bishops of Missionary Dioceses shall be
chosen in accordance with the Canons of the General Convention.
Sec. 2. No one shall be ordained and consecrated Bishop until the
attainment of thirty years of age; nor without the consent of a
majority of the Standing Committees of all the Dioceses, and the
consent of a majority of the Bishops of this Church exercising
jurisdiction. But if the election shall have taken place within one
hundred twenty days before the meeting of General Convention, the
consent of the House of Deputies shall be required in place of that
of a majority of the Standing Committees. No one shall be ordained
and consecrated Bishop by fewer than three Bishops.
Sec. 3. A Bishop shall confine the exercise of such office to the
Diocese in which elected, unless requested to perform episcopal acts
in another Diocese by the Ecclesiastical Authority thereof, or unless
authorized by the House of Bishops, or by the Presiding Bishop by
its direction, to act temporarily in case of need within any territory
not yet organized into Dioceses of this Church.
Sec. 4. It shall be lawful for a Diocese, at the request of the Bishop
of that Diocese, to elect not more than two Suffragan Bishops,
without right of succession, and with seat and vote in the House of
Bishops. A Suffragan Bishop shall be consecrated and hold office
under such conditions and limitations other than those provided in
this Article as may be provided by Canons of the General
Convention. A Suffragan Bishop shall be eligible for election as
Bishop or Bishop Coadjutor of a Diocese, or as a Suffragan in
another Diocese.
Sec. 5. It shall be lawful for a Diocese to prescribe by the
Constitution and Canons of such Diocese that upon the death of the
Bishop, a Suffragan Bishop of that Diocese may be placed in charge
of such Diocese and become temporarily the Ecclesiastical
Authority thereof until such time as a new Bishop shall be chosen
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and consecrated; or that during the disability or absence of the
Bishop, a Bishop Suffragan of that Diocese may be placed in charge
of such diocese and become temporarily the Ecclesiastical Authority
thereof.
Sec. 6. A Bishop may not resign jurisdiction without the consent of
the House of Bishops.
Sec. 7. It shall be lawful for the House of Bishops to elect a
Suffragan Bishop who, under the direction of the Presiding Bishop,
shall be in charge of the work of those chaplains in the Armed
Forces of the United States, Veterans' Administration Medical
Centers, and Federal Correctional Institutions who are ordained
Ministers of this Church. The Suffragan Bishop so elected shall be
consecrated and hold office under such conditions and limitations
other than those provided in this Article as may be provided by
Canons of the General Convention. The Suffragan Bishop shall be
eligible for election as Bishop or Bishop Coadjutor or Suffragan
Bishop of a Diocese.
Sec. 8. A Bishop who has for at least five years next preceding,
exercised jurisdiction as the Ordinary, or as the Bishop Coadjutor, of
a Diocese, may be elected as Bishop, Bishop Coadjutor, or Suffragan
Bishop of another Diocese. Before acceptance of such election a
resignation of jurisdiction in the Diocese in which the Bishop is then
serving, conditioned on the required consents of the Bishops and
Standing Committees of the Church to such election, shall be
submitted to the House of Bishops, and also, if the Bishop be a
Bishop Coadjutor, a renunciation of the right of succession. Such
resignation, and renunciation of the right of succession in the case of
a Bishop Coadjutor, shall require the consent of the House of
Bishops.
Sec. 9. Upon attaining the age of seventy-two years a Bishop shall
resign from all jurisdiction.

ARTICLE III
Bishops may be consecrated for foreign lands upon due

application therefrom, with the approbation of a majority of the
Bishops of this Church entitled to vote in the House of Bishops,
certified to the Presiding Bishop; under such conditions as may be
prescribed by Canons of the General Convention. Bishops so
consecrated shall not be eligible to the office of Diocesan or of
Bishop Coadjutor of any Diocese in the United States or be entitled
to vote in the House of Bishops, nor shall they perform any act of
the episcopal office in any Diocese or Missionary Diocese of this
Church, unless requested so to do by the Ecclesiastical Authority
thereof. If a Bishop so consecrated shall be subsequently duly
elected as a Bishop of a Missionary Diocese of this Church, such
election shall then confer all the rights and privileges given in the
Canon to such Bishops.

ARTICLES II.6-9, III THE GENERAL CONVENTION
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(v) The points of Doctrine, Discipline, Polity, and
Worship in which the Church from which the
applicant has come differs from this Church.
This portion of the examinations shall be
conducted, in part at least, by written questions
and answers, and the replies kept on file for at
least three years.

(4) If all the requirements of this Canon have been fulfilled,
the Bishop may ordain the Candidate a Deacon, but may
do so no sooner than twelve months after the Candidate
became a confirmed communicant of this Church. No
sooner than six months thereafter, the Candidate may be
ordained a Priest at the Bishop's discretion. At the time
of such ordination the Bishop shall read this preface
following the signing of the declaration of conformity:

The Ecclesiastical Authority of this Diocese is
satisfied that A.B. accepts the Doctrine,
Discipline, and Worship of this Church and now
desires to be ordained a Deacon (or ordained a
Priest) in this Church. We are about to confer
upon A.B. the grace and authority of Holy Orders
as this Church has received them and requires
them for the exercise of the ministry of a Deacon
(or a Priest).
In such cases, the ordination certificate shall contain

the words:
Acknowledging the ministry which A.B. has
already received and hereby adding to that
commission the grace and authority of Holy
Orders as understood and required by this Church
for the exercise of the ministry of a Deacon (or a
Priest).

(5) Following reception or ordination each clergy person
shall be assigned a mentor Priest by the Bishop in
consultation with the Commission on Ministry. The
mentor and clergy person shall meet regularly to provide
the clergy person an opportunity for guidance,
information, and a sustained dialogue about ministry in
the Episcopal Church.

CANON 11: Of the Ordination of Bishops
Sec. 1.

(a) Discernment of vocation to be a Bishop occurs through a
process of election in accordance with the rules prescribed by the
Convention of the Diocese and pursuant to the provisions of the
Constitution and Canons of this Church. With respect to the

MINISTRY CANON III.11.1
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election of a Bishop Suffragan, the Diocese shall establish a
nominating process either by Canon or by the adoption of rules and
procedure for the election of the Bishop Suffragan at a regular or
special Diocesan Convention with sufficient time preceding the
election of the Bishop Suffragan.

(b) In lieu of electing a Bishop, the Convention of a Diocese may
request that an election be made on its behalf by the House of
Bishops of the Province of which the Diocese is a part, subject to
confirmation by the Provincial Synod, or it may request that an
election be made on its behalf by the House of Bishops of the
Episcopal Church.

(1) If either option in Sec. l(b) is chosen, a special Joint
Nominating Committee shall be appointed unless the
Diocesan Convention has otherwise provided for the
nominating process. The Committee shall be composed
of three persons from the Diocese, appointed by its
Standing Committee, and three members of the electoral
body, appointed by the President of that body. The Joint
Nominating Committee shall elect its own officers and
shall nominate three persons whose names it shall
communicate to the Presiding Officer of the electoral
body. The Presiding Officer shall communicate the
names of the nominees to the electoral body at least
three weeks before the election when the names shall be
formally placed in nomination. Opportunity shall be
given for nominations from the floor or by petition, in
either case with provision for adequate background
checks.

(2) If either option in Sec. l(b) is chosen, the evidence of the
election shall be a certificate signed by the Presiding
Officer of the electoral body and by its Secretary, with a
testimonial signed by a constitutional majority of the
body, in the form required in Canon III.11.3, which shall
be sent to the Standing Committee of the Diocese on
whose behalf the election was held. The Standing
Committee shall thereupon proceed as set forth in Canon
III.11.3 or 4.

(c) The Secretary of the body electing a Bishop Diocesan, Bishop
Coadjutor, or Bishop Suffragan, shall inform the Presiding Bishop
promptly of the name of the person elected. It shall be the duty of
the Bishop-elect to notify the Presiding Bishop of acceptance or
declination of the election, at the same time as the Bishop-elect
notifies the electing Diocese.

(d) No Diocese shall elect a Bishop within thirty days before a
meeting of the General Convention.
Sec. 2. It shall be lawful, within six months prior to the effective
date of the resignation of a Diocesan Bishop, for the Bishop, with
the advice and consent of the Standing Committee, to call a special

CANON III.11.2 TITLE III
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meeting of the Convention of the Diocese to elect a successor;
Provided, that if the Convention is to meet in regular session
meanwhile, it may hold the election during the regular session. The
proceedings incident to reparation for the ordination of the
successor shall be as provided in this Canon; but the Presiding
Bishop shall not take order for the ordination to be on any date
prior to that upon which the resignation is to become effective.
Sec. 3.

(a) When a Diocese desires the ordination of a Bishop-elect, if the
date of the election occurs within one hundred twenty days before a
meeting of the General Convention, the Standing Committee of the
Diocese shall, by its President, or by some person or persons
specially appointed, forward to the Secretary of the House of
Deputies evidence of the election of the Bishop-elect by the
Convention of the Diocese, together with evidence that the Bishop-
elect has been duly ordered Deacon and Priest, evidence of
acceptance of election, and a testimonial signed by a constitutional
majority of the Convention, and a summary of biographical
information relating to the Bishop-elect; in the following words:
We, whose names are hereunder written, fully sensible of how
important it is that the Sacred Order and Office of a Bishop
should not be unworthily conferred, and firmly persuaded that
it is our duty to bear testimony on this solemn occasion
without partiality, do, in the presence of Almighty God, testify
that we know of no impediment on account of which the
Reverend A.B. ought not to be ordained to that Holy Office.
We do, moreover, jointly and severally declare that we believe
the Reverend A.B. to have been duly and lawfully elected and
to be of such sufficiency in learning, of such soundness in the
Faith, and of such godly character as to be able to exercise the
Office of a Bishop to the honor of God and the edifying of the
Church, and to be a wholesome example to the flock of Christ.
(Date) __________ (Signed) _______________
The Secretary of the Convention shall certify upon this testimonial
that it has been signed by a constitutional majority of the
Convention.

(b) The Standing Committee shall also forward to the Secretary of
the General Convention, with the testimonial and other documents,
certificates from a licensed medical doctor and licensed psychiatrist,
appointed by the Ecclesiastical Authority with the approval of the
Presiding Bishop, that they have thoroughly examined the Bishop-
elect as to that person's medical, psychological and psychiatric
condition and have not discovered any reason why the person would
not be fit to undertake the work for which the person has been
chosen. Forms and procedures agreed to by the Presiding Bishop
and The Church Pension Fund shall be used for this purpose.

(c) The Secretary of the House of Deputies shall present the
testimonials to the House, and if the House consents to the

MINISTRY CANON III.11.3
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ordination of the Bishop-elect, notice of its consent, certified by the
President and the Secretary of the House, together with the
testimonials, shall be sent to the House of Bishops.

(d) If a majority of the Bishops of this Church exercising
jurisdiction consent to the ordination, the Presiding Bishop shall,
without delay, notify the Standing Committee of the Diocese
electing and the Bishop-elect of the consent.
Sec. 4.

(a) If the date of the election of a Bishop occurs more than one
hundred and twenty days before the meeting of the General
Convention, The Standing Committee of the Diocese for which the
Bishop has been elected shall by its President, or by some person or
persons specially appointed, immediately send to the Presiding
Bishop and to the Standing Committees of the several Dioceses a
certificate of the election by the Secretary of Convention of the
Diocese, bearing a statement that evidence of the Bishop-elect's
having been duly ordered Deacon and Priest as to the Bishop-elect's
medical, psychological and psychiatric examination required in Sec.
3(b) of this Canon have been received and that a testimonial signed
by a constitutional majority of the Convention must also be
delivered in the following form:
We, whose names are hereunder written, fully sensible of how
important it is that the Sacred Order and Office of a Bishop
should not be unworthily conferred, and firmly persuaded that
it is our duty to bear testimony on this solemn occasion
without partiality, do, in the presence of Almighty God, testify
that we know of no impediment on account of which the
Reverend A.B. ought not to be ordained to that Holy Office.
We do, moreover, jointly and severally declare that we believe
the Reverend A.B. to have been duly and lawfully elected and
to be of such sufficiency in learning, of such soundness in the
Faith, and of such godly character as to be able to exercise the
Office of a Bishop to the honor of God and the edifying of the
Church, and to be a wholesome example to the flock of Christ.
(Date) __________ (Signed) _______________
The Presiding Bishop, without delay, shall notify every Bishop of
this Church exercising jurisdiction of the Presiding Bishop's receipt
of the certificates mentioned in this Section and request a statement
of consent or withholding of consent. Each Standing Committee, in
not more than one hundred and twenty days after the sending by the
electing body of the certificate of the election, shall respond by
sending the Standing Committee of the Diocese for which the
Bishop is elected either the testimonial of consent in the form set
out in paragraph (b) of this Section or written notice of its refusal to
give consent. If a majority of the Standing Committees of all the
Dioceses consents to the ordination of the Bishop-elect, the
Standing Committee of the Diocese for which the Bishop is elected
shall then forward the evidence of the consent, with the other
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necessary documents described in Sec. 3(a) of this Canon, to the
Presiding Bishop. If the Presiding Bishop receives sufficient
statements to indicate a majority of those Bishops consents to the
ordination, the Presiding Bishop shall, without delay, notify the
Standing Committee of the Diocese for which the Bishop is elected
and the Bishop-elect of the consent.

(b) Evidence of the consent of each Standing Committee shall be
a testimonial in the following words, signed by a majority of all the
members of the Committee:
We, being a majority of all the members of the Standing
Committee of ______________, and having been duly
convened at ______________, fully sensible how important it is
that the Sacred Order and Office of a Bishop should not be
unworthily conferred, and firmly persuaded that it is our duty
to bear testimony on this solemn occasion without partiality,
do, in the presence of Almighty God, testify that we know of no
impediment on account of which the Reverend A.B. ought not
to be ordained to that Holy Order. In witness whereof, we have
hereunto set our hands this _____ day of _________in the year
of our Lord _________.
(Signed) _______________
Sec. 5. In case a majority of all the Standing Committees of the
Dioceses do not consent to the ordination of the Bishop-elect
within one hundred and twenty days from the date of the
notification of the election by the Standing Committee of the
Diocese for which the Bishop was elected, or in case a majority of all
the Bishops exercising jurisdiction do not consent within one
hundred and twenty days from the date of notification to them by
the Presiding Bishop of the election, the Presiding Bishop shall
declare the election null and void and shall give notice to the
Standing Committee of the Diocese for which the Bishop was
elected and to the Bishop-elect. The Convention of the Diocese may
then proceed to a new election.
Sec. 6. Upon receipt of the consents and assurance of the
acceptance of the election by the Bishop-elect, the Presiding Bishop
shall take order for the ordination of the Bishop-elect either by the
Presiding Bishop or the President of the House of Bishops of the
Province of which the Diocese for which the Bishop was elected is
part, and two other Bishops of this Church, or by any three Bishops
to whom the Presiding Bishop may communicate the testimonials.
Sec. 7. In all particulars the service at the ordination of a Bishop
shall be under the direction of the Bishop presiding at the
ordination.
Sec. 8. No person shall be ordained Bishop unless the person shall
at the time, and in the presence of the ordaining Bishops and
congregation, subscribe to and make the declaration required in
Article VIII of the Constitution.

MINISTRY CANON III.11.5-8
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Sec. 9.
(a) Within ten days after the election of a Bishop Diocesan, a

Bishop Coadjutor, or a Bishop Suffragan by a Diocesan Convention,
delegates constituting no less than ten percent of the number of
delegates casting votes on the final ballot may file with the Secretary
of the Convention written objections to the election process, setting
forth in detail all alleged irregularities. Within ten days after receipt
thereof, the Secretary of the Convention shall forward copies of the
same to the Bishop Diocesan, the Chancellor and Standing
Committee of the Diocese, and to the Presiding Bishop, who shall
request the Court of Review of the Province in which the Diocese is
located to investigate the complaint. The Court of Review may invite
response by the Bishop Diocesan, the Chancellor, the Standing
Committee and any other persons within the Diocese for which the
Bishop was elected. Within thirty days after receipt of the request,
the Court of Review shall send a written report of its findings to the
Presiding Bishop, a copy of which report the Presiding Bishop,
within fifteen days, shall cause to be sent to the Bishop Diocesan,
the Chancellor, the Standing Committee and the Secretary of the
Convention of the electing Diocese. The Secretary shall send a copy
of the report to each of the delegates who filed objection to the
election process.

(b) If the election has taken place within one hundred and twenty
days before a meeting of the General Convention, the report shall be
sent with the evidence of election and testimonials as provided in
Section 3(a) of this Canon.

(c) If the election has taken place more than one hundred and
twenty days before the meeting of the General Convention, the
report of the Court of Review shall be sent to the Standing
Committees of the several Dioceses, with the Certificate of the
Secretary of the electing Convention relating to consent to ordain.
Likewise, the Presiding Bishop shall include the report in the
communication to the Bishops exercising jurisdiction.
Sec. 10. Other Bishops

(a) Bishops Coadjutor
(1) If a Diocese discerns a need for another Bishop in order

to provide for orderly transition, the Diocese may elect a
Bishop Coadjutor who shall have the right of succession.
The consent of a majority of the Bishops exercising
jurisdiction and of the several Standing Committees must
be obtained. The election will be in accordance with this
Canon.

(2) Before an election of a Bishop Coadjutor, the Bishop
Diocesan shall read, or cause to be read, to the
Convention the Bishop's written consent to the election.
The consent shall state the duties to be assigned to the
Bishop Coadjutor when ordained. The consent shall
form part of the proceedings of the Convention. The

CANON III.11.9-10 TITLE III
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duties assigned by the Diocesan Bishop to the Bishop
Coadjutor may be enlarged by mutual consent.

(3) In the case of the inability of the Bishop Diocesan to
issue the required consent, the Standing Committee of
the Diocese may request the Convention to act without
the consent. The request shall be accompanied by a
certificate by at least two licensed medical doctors,
psychologists or psychiatrists as to the inability of the
Diocesan Bishop to issue the written consent.

(4) When a Diocese desires the ordination of a Bishop
Coadjutor, the Standing Committee shall forward to the
Presiding Bishop, in addition to the evidence and
testimonials required by Canon III.10, a certificate of the
Presiding Officer and Secretary of the Convention that
every requirement of this Section has been complied
with.

(5) There shall be only one Bishop Coadjutor in any
Diocese.

(b) Bishops Suffragan
(1) If a Diocese discerns a need for another Bishop due to

the extent of diocesan work, the Diocese may elect a
Bishop Suffragan in accordance with this Canon.

(2) Before the election of a Bishop Suffragan in a Diocese,
the consent of a majority of the Bishops exercising
jurisdiction and of the several Standing Committees must
be obtained.

(3) (i) A Bishop Suffragan shall act as an assistant to
and under the direction of the Bishop Diocesan.

(ii) Before the election of a Bishop Suffragan in a
Diocese, the Bishop Diocesan shall submit a
consent with a description of the role and the
duties of the Bishop Suffragan to the
Convention of the Diocese.

(4) The tenure of office of a Bishop Suffragan shall not be
determined by the tenure of office of the Bishop
Diocesan.

(5) No Bishop Suffragan, while acting as such, shall be
Rector or Member of the Clergy in charge of a Parish or
Congregation.

(c) Missionary Bishops
(1) The election of a person to be a Bishop in a Missionary

Diocese shall be held in accordance with the procedures
set forth in the Constitution and Canons of this Church.

(2) The Convention of a Missionary Diocese may, in lieu of
electing a Bishop, request that such election be made on
its behalf by the Synod of the Province, or the House of
Bishops of the Province subject to confirmation of the

MINISTRY CANON III.11.9-10
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Provincial Council, or the Regional Council of Churches
in communion with this Church of which the Diocese is
a member. A Certificate of the Election, signed by the
presiding officer and the Secretary of the Synod or
Provincial House of Bishops, or Regional Council, and a
testimonial in the form required in Canon III.11signed by
a constitutional majority of the Synod, Provincial House
of Bishops or Regional Council, shall be transmitted by
its presiding officer to the Standing Committee of the
Missionary Diocese on whose behalf such election was
made. The Standing Committee shall thereupon proceed
as set forth in Canon III.11, the above Certification of
Election and Testimonial serving in lieu of evidence of
election and testimonial therein required.

(3) The Convention of a Missionary Diocese may, in lieu of
electing a Bishop, request that such election may be made
on its behalf by the House of Bishops. Such choice shall
be subject to confirmation by a majority of the Standing
Committees of the several Dioceses. The medical
certificate as required in Canon III.11 shall also be
required of Missionary Bishops-elect.

(i) When the House of Bishops is to elect a Bishop
for a Missionary Diocese within a given
Province, the President of the Province may
convene the Synod of the Province prior to the
meeting of the House of Bishops at which a
Bishop for such Missionary Diocese is to be
elected. The Synod of the Province may
thereupon nominate not exceeding three
persons to the House of Bishops for that office.
It shall be the duty of the President of the
Province to transmit such nominations, if any be
made, to the Presiding Officer of the House of
Bishops, communicate the same to the Bishops,
along with other nominations that have been
made, in accordance with the Rules of Order of
the House. Each Province containing a
Missionary Diocese shall, by Ordinance, provide
the manner of convening the Synod and making
such nomination.

(ii) The evidence of such choice shall be a certificate
signed by the Bishop presiding in the House of
Bishops and by its Secretary, with a testimonial,
or certified copy thereof, signed by a majority of
the Bishops of the House, in the form required
in Canon III.11, which shall be sent to the
Presiding Officer of the House of Deputies, or

CANON III.11.9-10 TITLE III

 
108

Election by
House of
Bishops.

Nominations.



the Standing Committees of the several
Dioceses.

(iii) When the Presiding Bishop shall have received a
certificate signed by the Presidents and
Secretaries of a majority of the Standing
Committees, that the election has been
approved, and shall have received notice of the
acceptance by the Bishop-elect of the election,
the Presiding Bishop shall take order for the
consecration of the said Bishop-elect either by
the Presiding Bishop and two other Bishops of
this Church, or by three Bishops of this Church
to whom the Presiding Bishop may
communicate the certificates and testimonial.

(4) When a Diocese, entitled to the choice of a Bishop, shall
elect as its Bishop Diocesan, or as its Bishop Coadjutor,
or as a Bishop Suffragan; a Missionary Bishop of this
Church, if such election shall have taken place within one
hundred and twenty days before a meeting of the
General Convention, evidence thereof shall be laid
before each House of the General Convention, and the
concurrence of each House, and its express consent, shall
be necessary to the validity of said election, and shall
complete the same, so that the Bishop thus elected shall
be thereafter the Bishop of the Diocese which has
elected such Bishop.

(5) If the election of the Missionary Bishop has taken place
more than one hundred and twenty days before a
meeting of the General Convention, the report shall be
sent with the evidence of election and testimonials as
provided in Section 3(a) of this Canon.

(6) If the election of the Missionary Bishop has taken place
more than one hundred twenty days before a meeting of
the General Convention, the Standing Committee of the
Diocese electing shall give duly certified evidence of the
election to every Bishop of this Church having
jurisdiction, and to the Standing Committee of every
Diocese. On receiving notice of the concurrence of a
majority of such Bishops and of the Standing
Committees in the election, and their express consent
thereto, the Standing Committee of the Diocese electing
shall transmit notice thereof to the Ecclesiastical
Authority of every Diocese within the United States. This
notice shall state what Bishops and which Standing
Committees have consented to the election. On receiving
this notice the Presiding Bishop shall certify to the
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Secretary of the House of Bishops the altered status and
style of the Bishop so elected.

The Standing Committee of such Diocese shall
transmit to every Congregation thereof, to be publicly
read therein, a notice of the election thus completed, and
also cause public notice thereof to be given in such other
way as they may think proper.

(7) In the event of a vacancy in the episcopate of a
Missionary Diocese, on account of death, resignation, or
other cause, the Standing Committee shall become the
Ecclesiastical Authority thereof until the vacancy is filled.

CANON 12: Of the Life and Work of a Bishop
Sec. 1. Formation

Following election and continuing for three years following
ordination, new Bishops shall pursue the process of formation
authorized by the House of Bishops. This process of formation shall
provide a mentor for each newly ordained Bishop.
Sec. 2. Continuing Education

The House of Bishops shall require and provide for the
continuing education of Bishops and shall keep a record of such
education.
Sec. 3. Duties

(a) A Bishop Diocesan, Bishop Coadjutor, Bishop Suffragan, or
Assistant Bishop of the Diocese shall visit the Congregations within
the Diocese at least once in three years. Interim visits may be
delegated to another Bishop of this Church.

(1) At every such visitation the visiting Bishop shall preside
at the Holy Eucharist and at the Initiatory Rites, as
required, preach the Word, examine the records of the
Congregation required by Canon III.9.5(c), and examine
the life and ministry of the Clergy and Congregation
according to Canon III.9.5.

(2) If no visitation has occurred in a congregation for three
years, the Bishop Diocesan or the Member of the Clergy
in charge and Vestry or comparable body may apply to
the Presiding Bishop to appoint five Bishops Diocesan
who live nearest to the Diocese in which such
Congregation is situated as a Council of Conciliation.
The Council shall determine all matters of difference
between the parties, and each party shall conform to the
decision of the Council. Provided, that, in case of any
subsequent trial of either party for failure to conform to
the decision, any right of the Accused under the
Constitutions and Canons of this Church or the Diocese
holding the trial may be pleaded and established as a
sufficient defense, notwithstanding the former decision;
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and Provided, further, that, in any case, the Bishop may at
any time apply for such Council of Conciliation.

(b) The Bishop Diocesan may deliver, from time to time, a
Charge to the Clergy of the Diocese and a Pastoral Letter to the
people of the Diocese on points of doctrine, discipline, or worship.
The Bishop may require the Clergy to read the Pastoral Letter to
their Congregations.

(c) Each Bishop shall keep a record of all official acts, which
record shall be the property of the Diocese and shall be transmitted
to the Bishop's successor.

(d) At each Annual Meeting of the Diocesan Convention the
Bishop Diocesan shall make a report of the State of the Diocese
since the last Annual Meeting of the Convention; including the
names of the Congregations visited; the number of persons
confirmed and received; the names of those who have been
admitted as Postulants and Candidates for Holy Orders, of those
ordained, and of those suspended or deposed from Holy Orders; the
changes by death, removal, or otherwise, which have taken place
among the Clergy; and other matters the Bishop desires to present
to the Convention; which statement shall be inserted in the Journal.

(e) No Bishop shall perform episcopal acts or officiate by
preaching, ministering the Sacraments, or holding any public service
in a Diocese other than that in which the Bishop is canonically
resident, without permission or a license to perform occasional
public services from the Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese in
which the Bishop desires to officiate or perform episcopal acts.
Sec. 4. Residency

(a) Each Bishop serving in a Diocese shall reside in that Diocese.
(b) The Bishop Diocesan shall not be absent from the Diocese

for a period of more than three consecutive months without
the consent of the Convention or the Standing Committee of
the Diocese.

(c) A Bishop Diocesan, whenever leaving the Diocese for six
consecutive months, shall authorize in writing, under hand
and seal, the Bishop Coadjutor, the Bishop Suffragan if the
Constitution and Canons of the Diocese so provide, or,
should there be none, the Standing Committee of the
Diocese, to act as the Ecclesiastical Authority thereof during
the absence. The Bishop Coadjutor, or the Bishop Suffragan
if the Constitution and Canons of the Diocese so provide, or,
should there be none, the Standing Committee may at any
time become the Ecclesiastical Authority upon the written
request of the Bishop and continue to act as such until the
request is revoked by the Bishop Diocesan in writing.

Sec. 5. Assistant Bishops
(a) When a Diocese, in the opinion of its Bishop, requires

additional episcopal services, the Bishop may, with the consent of
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the Standing Committee of the Diocese, ask the Convention of the
Diocese to approve the creation of the position of Assistant Bishop
and to authorize the Bishop to appoint a Bishop for the position,
with the consent of the Standing Committee of the Diocese, and
under such conditions as the Bishop may determine.

(b) An Assistant Bishop may be appointed from among the
following:

(1) Bishops Diocesan, Bishops Coadjutor, or Bishops
Suffragan, who under the Constitution and Canons of
this Church would be eligible for election in that
Diocese; Provided, that at the time of accepting any such
appointment a Bishop Diocesan, Bishop Coadjutor or
Bishop Suffragan shall resign that office;

(2) Bishops of this Church who, having resigned their
previous responsibilities, are qualified to perform
episcopal acts in this Church; and

(3) Bishops of a Church in communion with this Church, in
good standing therein, if they:

(i) have previously resigned their former
responsibilities;

(ii) have received approval, by a competent
authority within the Church of their ordination
of their appointment to the position of Assistant
Bishop;

(iii) have exhibited satisfactory evidence of moral
and godly character and having met theological
requirements;

(iv) have promised in a writing submitted to the
Bishop making the appointment to submit in all
things to the Doctrine, Discipline and Worship
of this Church; and thorough examination
covering their medical,

(v) have submitted to and satisfactorily passed a
psychological and psychiatric condition by
recognized and licensed professionals appointed
by the Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese
with the approval of the Presiding Bishop. The
forms for medical, psychological and psychiatric
reports prepared by The Church Pension Fund
shall be used for these purposes.

(4) Before the appointment of a Bishop who is not
otherwise a member of the House of Bishops as an
Assistant Bishop under the provisions of Secs. 5(b)(2) or
5(b)(3) of this Canon, the consent of the House of
Bishops or, if the appointment is to be made more than
three months prior to a meeting of the House of
Bishops, the consent of a majority of Bishops exercising
jurisdiction must be obtained.
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(c) Before an Assistant Bishop so appointed begins service in this
position, the Bishop of the Diocese shall give certified evidence of
the appointment to the Secretary of the House of Bishops and shall
transmit notice of the appointment to the Presiding Bishop and to
the Ecclesiastical Authority of every Diocese.

(d) An Assistant Bishop shall serve at the discretion, and under
the control and direction of, the Bishop Diocesan.

(e) No person may serve as an Assistant Bishop beyond the
termination of the jurisdiction of the appointing Bishop or after
attaining the age of seventy-two years.
Sec. 6. Missionary Bishops

(a) Any Bishop or Bishops elected and consecrated as a
Missionary Bishop shall be entitled to a seat, voice and vote in the
House of Bishops, and shall be eligible for election to the office of
Bishop or Bishop Coadjutor or Bishop Suffragan in any organized
Diocese within the United States; Provided, that such Bishop shall not
be so eligible within five years from the date of consecration, except
to the office of Bishop of Diocese formed in whole or in part out of
such Missionary Diocese.

(b) In the case of the permanent impairment of the Bishop of a
Missionary Diocese, where the said Bishop shall not have submitted
a resignation of jurisdiction, the Presiding Bishop shall, upon
certification of the said permanent impairment by at least three
reputable physicians, declare the jurisdiction vacant.

(c) When the Bishop of a Missionary Diocese is unable, by reason
of age or other permanent cause of impairment, fully to discharge
the duties of office, a Bishop Coadjutor may be elected by the said
Diocese, subject to the provisions of Canon III.11.10.
Sec. 7. Renunciation of the Ordained Ministry

(a) If any Bishop of this Church shall declare, in writing, to the
Presiding Bishop a renunciation of the ordained Ministry of this
Church, and a desire to be removed therefrom, it shall be the duty of
the Presiding Bishop to record the declaration and request so made.
The Presiding Bishop, being satisfied that the person so declaring is
acting voluntarily and for causes, assigned or known, which do not
affect the person's moral character, shall lay the matter before the
Advisory Council to the Presiding Bishop, and with the advice and
consent of a majority of the members of the Advisory Council the
Presiding Bishop may pronounce that such renunciation is accepted,
and that the Bishop is released from the obligations of all Ministerial
offices, and is deprived of the right to exercise the gifts and spiritual
authority as a Minister of God's Word and Sacraments conferred in
Ordinations. The Presiding Bishop shall also declare in pronouncing
and recording such action that it was for causes which do not affect
the person's moral character, and shall, if desired, give a certificate to
this effect to the person so removed.

(b) If a Bishop making the aforesaid declaration of the
renunciation of the ordained Ministry be under Presentment for any
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canonical Offense, or shall have been placed on Trial for the same,
the Presiding Bishop shall not consider or act upon such declaration
until after the Presentment shall have been dismissed or the said
Trial shall have been concluded and the Bishop judged not to have
committed an Offense.

(c) In the case of such renunciation by a Bishop as provided in
this Canon, a declaration of removal shall be pronounced by the
Presiding Bishop in the presence of two or more Bishops, and shall
be entered in the official records of the House of Bishops and of the
Diocese in which the Bishop being removed is canonically resident.
The Presiding Bishop shall give notice thereof in writing to the
Secretary of the Convention and the Ecclesiastical Authority and the
Standing Committee of the Diocese in which the Bishop was
canonically resident, to all Bishops of this Church, the Ecclesiastical
Authority of each Diocese of this Church, the Recorder, the
Secretary of the House of Bishops, the Secretary of the General
Convention, The Church Pension Fund, and the Church
Deployment Board.
Sec. 8. The Resignation or Incapacity of Bishops

(a) Each Bishop, upon attaining the age of seventy-two years,
shall resign as required by Article II, Sec. 9 of the Constitution. The
resignation shall be sent to the Presiding Bishop, who shall
immediately communicate it to every Bishop of this Church
exercising jurisdiction and shall declare the resignation accepted,
effective at a designated date not later than three months from the
date the resignation was tendered.

(b) The Presiding Bishop shall communicate to the resigning
Bishop the acceptance of the resignation effective as of the date
fixed. In the case of a Bishop Diocesan or Bishop Coadjutor, the
Presiding Bishop shall certify the resignation to the Standing
Committee of the Diocese concerned, and in the case of other
Bishops, to the Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese concerned.
The Presiding Bishop shall also order the Secretary of the House of
Bishops to record the resignation, effective as of the date fixed, to
be incorporated in the Journal of the House.

(c) If any Bishop, for any reason, fails to resign upon attaining the
age of seventy-two years, as provided in Sec. 8 of this Canon, the
Presiding Bishop shall certify that fact to the House of Bishops. The
House of Bishops shall then declare the Bishop's position
terminated, effective at a date not later than three months from the
date of declaration; and shall order the Presiding Bishop's certificate
and its own declaration and action to be recorded in its Journal. The
Presiding Bishop shall then pronounce the position terminated,
effective as of the date fixed, and shall communicate the fact to the
Bishop Diocesan and Standing Committee of each Diocese.

(d) Any Bishop who desires to resign shall send the resignation
with the reasons therefore in writing to the Presiding Bishop at least
thirty days before the date set for a meeting of the House of
Bishops. The Presiding Bishop shall notify without delay every
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Bishop of this Church, and the Standing Committee of the Diocese
of the Bishop desiring to resign, in order that the Standing
Committee may be heard on behalf of the Diocese, either in person
or by correspondence, upon the subject. The House during its
session shall accept or refuse the resignation by a majority of those
present.

(e) If a resignation has been tendered more than three months
before a meeting of the House of Bishops, the Presiding Bishop
shall communicate it, together with any statement from the Standing
Committee of the Diocese concerned, to every Bishop of this
Church. If a majority of the Bishops consents to the resignation, the
Presiding Bishop, without delay, shall notify the resigning Bishop
and the Standing Committee of the Diocese concerned of the
acceptance of the resignation, effective as of the date fixed. The
Presiding Bishop shall also order the Secretary of the House of
Bishops to record the resignation, effective as of the date fixed, to
be incorporated in the Journal of the House.

(f) At each meeting of the General Convention, the Presiding
Bishop shall communicate to the House of Deputies, when in
session, a list of the resignations which have been accepted since the
preceding meeting of the General Convention.

(g) A resigned Bishop shall be subject in all matters to the
Constitution and Canons of this Church and to the authority of the
General Convention.

(h) A resigned Bishop may only perform any episcopal act at the
request of or with the permission of the Bishop Diocesan within
that Bishop's Diocese. A resigned Bishop may, by vote of the
Convention of any Diocese and with the consent of the Bishop of
that Diocese, be given an honorary seat in the Convention, with
voice but without vote, or be given an honorary seat in the
Cathedral of any Diocese, by and subject to the authority competent
to grant such seat. The resigned Bishop shall report all official acts
to the Bishop Diocesan and to the Diocese in which the acts are
performed. These provisions shall also be applicable to a resigned
Bishop of another Church in communion with this Church, subject
to the approval of competent authority within the other Church,
where such approval may be required.

(i) A resigned Bishop may, at the discretion of the Bishop of the
Diocese in which the resigned Bishop resides, and upon
presentation of Letters Dimissory from the Ecclesiastical Authority
of the Diocese in which the resigned Bishop has had canonical
residence most recently, be enrolled among the Clergy of the new
Diocese, and become subject to its Constitution and Canons
including being given a seat and vote in the Diocesan Convention, in
accordance with its canonical provisions for qualification of clergy
members.

(j) When a resigned Bishop accepts a pastoral charge or other
ministerial post within a Diocese, the Bishop Diocesan shall process
the Letters Dimissory, and the resigned Bishop shall be enrolled
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among the Clergy of the Diocese and be given seat and vote in the
Diocesan Convention in accordance with the canonical provisions
of the Diocese for qualification of clergy members, and subject to
the provisions of paragraph (o) of this section.

(k) A resigned Bishop may, with the approval of the Bishop of the
Diocese in which the resigned Bishop resides, accept a pastoral
charge in that Diocese, and, subject to the Diocese's canonical
provisions for the filling of vacancies, may accept election as the
Rector of a Parish therein.

(l) A resigned Bishop may, with the approval of the Bishop of the
Diocese in which the resigned Bishop resides, accept any position
created under the authority of the Diocesan Convention, including
that of Assistant Bishop and may, at the same time, occupy a
pastoral charge.

(m) A resigned Bishop over the age of seventy-two may accept an
appointment by a Bishop Diocesan for a term not to exceed twelve
months, and this term may be renewed.

(n) Enrollment among the Clergy of, or acceptance of any
position within, a Diocese shall not deprive a resigned Bishop of the
seat and vote in the House of Bishops to which the Bishop may be
entitled under Article I, Sec. 2 of the Constitution.

(o) The provisions of this section shall be applicable to a resigned
Bishop who continues to reside within the limits of the resigned
Bishop's former Diocese, except that the resigned Bishop shall not
have the right to vote in the Diocesan Convention, unless the
Canons of the Diocese specifically so provide.

(p) When it is certified to the Presiding Bishop, by at least two
licensed medical doctors, psychologists or psychiatrists, who have
examined the case, that a Bishop Diocesan is incapable of
authorizing the Bishop Coadjutor, if there is one, or a Bishop
Suffragan, if there is one, or the Standing Committee to act as the
Ecclesiastical Authority, then, upon the advice of five Bishops of
neighboring Dioceses selected by the Presiding Bishop, the
Presiding Bishop shall declare the Bishop Coadjutor, or a Bishop
Suffragan, if the Constitution and Canons of the Diocese so provide,
or the Standing Committee to be the Ecclesiastical Authority for all
purposes set forth in these Canons and to retain such canonical
authority until the Presiding Bishop, acting upon a like certificate,
declares the Bishop Diocesan competent to resume official duties.

(q) If it is certified to the Ecclesiastical Authority of a Diocese by
two licensed medical doctors, psychologists or psychiatrists, selected
by the Ecclesiastical Authority, that the Bishop Coadjutor in the
Diocese is permanently unable, by reason of medical, psychological
or psychiatric condition, to carry out the duties of Bishop Coadjutor,
the Ecclesiastical Authority, upon the advice of three Bishops of
three neighboring Dioceses, may declare that the right of succession
of the Bishop Coadjutor is terminated and a new Bishop Coadjutor
may then be elected as provided in Canon III.11.10.
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Article XIV   
Election of a Bishop 

The election of a Bishop for this Diocese shall be made in Convention, in the following 

manner: After nomination in open Convention, the Clergy and Laity shall ballot separately 

and a concurrent majority in both Orders shall be necessary to a choice. If two-thirds of 

either Order be represented at Convention, a majority vote shall determine the choice of 

such Order; otherwise, a vote of two-thirds shall be necessary for that purpose. 

PROVIDED, that in all cases of the election of a Bishop, no member of the Clergy shall be 

entitled to vote unless he or she shall have been, for at least six months immediately 

preceding the election, personally and canonically resident in this Diocese. 

Article XV   
Alteration of the Constitution 

This Constitution, or any part thereof, may be altered in the following manner only: The 

proposed alteration or amendment shall be submitted in writing to the Annual Convention, 

and if approved by a majority of each Order, shall lie over to the next Annual Convention, 

and if again approved, by a majority of each Order, the Constitution shall then stand altered 

or amended as proposed. 
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5. A question once decided shall not be reconsidered during the same session without an 

affirmative vote of two-thirds, nor without a motion for that purpose being made by one of 

the majority on the prior decision; nor shall any question be reconsidered more than once. 

6. All questions of order shall be decided by the President, subject to an appeal to the 

House. 

D. Rules of Order at the Election of a Bishop, 
 Bishop-Coadjutor, or Suffragan Bishop 

The election of a Bishop for this Diocese shall be made in Convention in the following 

manner: 

1. At least a month before the date appointed for the Election of the Bishop, the Secretary 

of the Convention shall send to each Deputy and Alternate Deputy, as well as to every 

member of the clergy entitled to vote, the following documents: 

a. Article II of the Constitution of the Episcopal Church 

b. Canons 11 (Of the Ordination of Bishops) and 12 (Of the Life and Work of a 

Bishop) of Title III of the Canons of the Episcopal Church 

c. Article XIV of the Constitution of the Diocese of Pittsburgh 

d. Section D of the Rules of Order of the Diocese. 

2. The evening before the election, the Transition Committee shall arrange an opportunity 

for discussion of the merits of the candidates to which all deputies to the electing 

Convention, clerical and lay, shall be invited. In addition to deputies with seat, voice, and 

vote, those with seat and voice only shall also be invited to attend. The meeting shall also be 

open to any other person from the Diocese, who may attend for the purpose of observing 

only. 

3. At a point in the Convention determined by the Transition Committee and the 

Standing Committee, the Bishop, who shall chair the Convention, shall call on the 

Nominating Committee to present, in order chosen by lot, the names of all candidates, 

including those nominated by petition, if any, to the Convention. 

4. The election shall take place in the context of a Eucharist. 

5. No other nominations shall be in order at any time during the election. 

6. Pursuant to Article XIV of the Constitution of the Diocese of Pittsburgh, only those 

clergy who have been, for at least six months immediately preceding the election, 

personally and canonically resident in this Diocese, may vote in the election. Clergy and 

Laity shall ballot separately and a concurrent majority in both Orders shall be necessary to a 

choice. If two-thirds of either Order be represented at Convention, a majority vote shall 

determine the choice of such Order; otherwise, a vote of two-thirds shall be necessary for 

that purpose. 

7. The most recent edition of Robert’s Rules of Order shall apply, except as otherwise 

provided in the Constitution and Canons and Section D of the Rules of Order of the 

Diocese of Pittsburgh. 
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8. The order of names of the candidates on the list prepared for the election shall be the 

same as the order chosen by lot in which they were presented by the Nominating 

Committee. 

9. If there be no election by concurrent majority of both clerical and lay deputies after the 

first ballot, there shall be further ballots until there is such a majority and a bishop is 

elected. If during the election process a candidate withdraws or is withdrawn from the 

ballot, no endorsement of another candidate will be in order. 

10. Once the required majority has been obtained, the Eucharist shall be resumed, and the 

Bishop shall notify the Bishop-elect and seek consent of the same. 

11. Before leaving the place where the election was held, all deputies present, clerical and 

lay, shall sign a testimonial certifying the election as required in Article II of the 

Constitution of the Episcopal Church. 
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